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MELAKA' S LI KOM FORECASTS RML. 0 BLN I N SALES THI' S YEAR

By: Yong Soo Heong

KUALA LUMPUR, April 17 (Bernama) -- Am dst the spate of poor results
reported by many | ocal conpanies of |ate, what the Li kom G oup of Conpanies
has acconplished and is forecasting shines |like a beacon in the spirit of
"Ml aysi a Bol eh": the Mel aka-based conmputer peripherals nmanufacturer is
setting its sights on RML billion worth of sales this year after an
i npressive turnover of RMB60 million |ast year

"We are optimstic of our sales targets follow ng the increasing |evels
of deals concluded so far and the nunber of enquiries that have been com ng
our way," said Shu Tek Hong, senior vice president of Likom Technol ogy Sdn
Bhd, the company whi ch nakes hi gh resol ution col our nonitors under the
Original Design Manufacturer concept in the Li kom G oup.

The hone-grown group, which is part of the Lion G oup, began operations
in 1992. Besides nonitors, it makes an array of conputer peripherals |like
conput er casings and netal stanping parts. It also produces printed circuit
boards, conputer scanners, keyboards and precision injection nmoul di ngs
parts.

Li kom which displayed its products at a hotel in Hannover, Germany
concurrently during the recent CeBit IT and Tel ecomuni cati ons Trade Fair,
has been swanped with enquiries and sales orders, especially for its
di splay nonitors.

Li kom put on show several nodels, including its rmuch-touted 17-inch
flat screen nmonitor, which have been designed by its own | ocal engineers
and manufactured at its integrated manufacturing facility located on a 37.2
ha (92 acre) site in Cheng, Mel aka.

Asked why Li komdid not take part in the trade fair proper, Shu
expl ai ned that the group wanted the total concentration of its potenti al
custonmers and felt that a hotel setting was nore conduci ve.

"We have taken part in CeBit before. But we don't want our potenti al
customers to get distracted by the noise and other matters. In |ess
di stracted suroundi ngs, our custoners and ourselves will be able to discuss
and negotiate to the satisfaction of both parties. W have al so taken the
same approach at the Condex I T show in Las Vegas," he said in an interview.

Shu, when asked how the group was able to come out with the latest in
conputer nonitors,"It all has to do with our R&D. We give a | ot of enphasis
on this. After we have concluded what will the next trend, we will focus on
how best we can cone out with the products.”

He said when Li kom has to produce for the world market, the nost
i nportant prerequisite is quality. Shu said Likonms enployees at its seven
plants in Mel aka as well as those | ocated overseas have been drumed on the
fact that they are producing for global custoners, not just for their home
mar ket s.

"W want to be known as a preferred provider of IT products and
services. To be able to conpete against the rest of the world, we nust have
quality and conpetitive cost advantages. Quality lies in the heart of
everything we do. It's a strategic thrust of our business,"” he said.

Shu said Li kom which has seven factories in Melaka, is banking on the
growm h of the Internet to drive the denmand for its products further

He added,"Wth nore people getting on the Internet and with the
Internet getting to be nore interesting, there will always be increasing
demand for products that can serve the users better

"Take our monitors, for instance. Qur products are ranked anong the



best in the market along with simlar "first tier products"” of other big
nane conputer conpanies.”

Wth the trend in the United States noving towards having big-screen
nmoni tors because of the boomin the Internet, he said Li komhas responded
to market demand by produci ng them

"I amvery proud of the fact that our 17-inch nonitors have been
desi gned and produced by Mal aysi ans. Wth our innovation, we have managed
to reduce the overall size and yet give users the big screen facility. It
just shows that we can produce for the world market," said Shu.

Hsu said the outl ook for the Likom G oup, which al so has nmanufacturing
plants in China and Mexico, is extrenely bright because of a nunber of
reasons. First, it makes products that are increasingly sought after by the
gl obal market.

Second, the depreciation of the ringgit has made its products far nore
conpetitive in the global market.

"We are proud to have responded to the call by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Mahathir Mhamad to export nore products to earn the country val uabl e
forei gn exchange. W feel that we can do nore in the future as we have the
right products for the market." -- BERNANVA
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