24/ 03/ 1998
Menber shi p applications continue to pour in

Suj at ani Poospar aj ah

KUALA LUMPAUR, Mon. - Applications for menmbership to the M crosoft-New
Straits Ti mes Mal aysi an Young Programers C ub (MyPC) continue to pour in
fromacross the country, with 300 received as at 5pm yesterday.

MYPC, | aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
M crosoft Corporation chairman and chi ef executive officer Bill Gates | ast
week, i s a breakthrough initiative to discover and nurture young Mal aysi an
progranmm ng tal ents aged 15 years and bel ow.

M/PC s creator Derrik Khoo, who is al so chi ef executive officer of Brave
& Bol d Sdn Bhd, said: "The overwhel ming response is all the nore
remar kabl e considering that it has only been five days si nce MyPC was
| aunched" .

Deermed a "virtual" club, MyPC s activities will be conducted | argely
over the Internet and is expected to start operations in Muy.

There will al so be periodic face-to-face nmeetings for nenbers to get to
know one anot her and to exchange i deas.

Inits entirety, MYPCwi |l support the Miltinedia Supercorridor (MC) in
its overall devel opnent, especially in the area of hunan resource
devel oprent, spearheading | T applications anmong t he young that will
hopeful Iy provide the necessary opportunity for the next Ml aysi an
generation to |l eapfrog into the I nformation Age.

Anong t he nore out standi ng applications recei ved was one from 13-year-
ol d Lee Sher Wn from Sekol ah Menengah Bukit Ganbir, Penang, who has an
Internet account, an e-mail address and a personal website to boot.

Sher Wn al so clainms to have a basi ¢ under st andi ng of programm ng tools
i ke C++ and hypertext mark-up | anguage (HTM.), an outstandi ng achi evenment
for someone his age.

Just as inpressive was an entry by 10-year-old Nur Syarafina Rosli, of
Sekol ah Kebangsaan Convent | poh, who has her own personal conputer, an e-
mai | address, an I nternet account and cl ai ns that she uses progranm ng
tools like Mcrosoft Visual Basic.

Not to be outdone is el even-year-old Rajiv Raja Ratnamfrom Sekol ah
Rendah Kebangsaan Seri Serdang, Sel angor.

This smart |ad owns a PC, has his own e-mail account, surfs the Wrld
Wde Wb and is famliar with Visual Basic.

Then there is 14-year-ol d Jasper Cheng Ji ew Hao, fromJohor Baru, who is
studyi ng at the Wodl ands secondary school in Singapore.

He has his own PC, surfs the Internet and does progranm ng as wel .

It istheintention of MyPCto create an "all round” individual achieved
t hrough a careful ly pl anned progranme which will focus on groom ng nenbers
intheir respective areas of expertise without |osing sight of the other
key areas of their personal devel opnent.

Menmbers, assigned to qualified nentors, will be given speci al
assi gnnents based on their business, networking and progranm ng skills.

In order to be granted entry into the programe which runs for one
academ c year (approxi mately four senmesters), all MyPCapplicants will
have to undergo an aptitude test.

An annual nenbership fee will also be inposed.

MyPCwi |l also fully sponsor deserving and tal ented underprivil eged
children through its sponsorship programe.
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