27/ 10/ 1998

PM Muslinms' outstanding achi evenents due to strong conviction

MALACCA, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said history has proven
that Muslins' outstandi ng achi evenents were mainly due to their strong
conviction to the teachings of Islam

The Prime M nister said efforts, therefore, should continue to be nade
to propagate Islamc teachings to bring back the glory and excellence to
Musl i s,

Such efforts, he said, were to ensure that Muslins would not be left
behi nd forever and becone victins of oppression.

He said this in his welcom ng notes contained in the programe book of
the 41st national-level Quran recital contest to be held at the Kubu
St adi um begi nning tonorrow. Dr Mahathir is schedul ed to open the
conpetition at 8.45pmtonorrow.

The Prime Mnister said Muslins nust also strive to uphold the good nane
and i mage of Islamin the face of the world.

He hoped the five-day event would run snoothly, adding that the contest
is held annually to help the peopl e's understandi ng of the Quran.

"Through i nmproved understanding, it is hoped that our religious
convictions will be stronger so that we will be able to | ead a better
life," he said.

The Yang di-Pertua Negeri Tun Syed Ahnmad Shahabudin is scheduled to
cl ose the event on Cct 31.

The State Governnment had forned 17 conmittees to oversee snooth running
of the event which received an allocation of RMB06, 000 by the Federal and
St at e governnents.

Atotal of 27 men and wonen fromall the states will participate

Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Ham d O hman,
in his wel comng notes contained in the sane book, said happy fanilies,

i ndi vidual s and conmunities were assets to the country's stability.

"I sl am pronot es high noral values for peace and harnony of a famly and
the conmunity at large. Thus, it is our responsibility to instil and
pronote high noral values so that our country will continue to remain
peaceful and prosperous,” he said.

The theme for this year's contest is Kesejahteraan Negara Tanggungj awab
Kita (The Country's Prosperity Is Qur Responsibility).
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