21/ 07/ 1998

PM Opposition parties mere agents to forei gn prophets of doom

OPPCSI TION parties, particularly the DAP, whi ch did nothing to hel p revive
the ailing econony, are nere "agents"” to foreign prophets of doom Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad tol d t he Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir said instead of working hand-in-glove with the Governnent to
hel p sol ve the current econom c probl ens which affected al | Ml aysi ans,

t he Opposition "parroted” foreigners who were out to destroy the nation
and used themto garner nore voter support.

"They have nothing to harp on, so they use the economnic problens to
thei r advantage," he said.

Repl ying to a suppl enentary question fromWn Hanafi ah Wan Mat Saman
( BN- Pokok Sena), Dr Mahathir said the Opposition felt that they woul d
achieve a landslide victory in the next general election as a result of
t he current econoni c probl ens.

"They feel that the foreigners who had caused the current problens in
the country would hel p themw n the next election. This neans they (the
Opposition) are nere agents for the foreigners," he added.

Dr Mahathir also |abelled LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjung) as a "parrot",
repeati ng what had been sai d by foreigners.

Kit Siang had asked whether factors such as cronyism corruption and
nepotism the | ack of Press freedom the recent resignations of Datuk
Ahmad Nazri Abdul | ah and Dat uk Johan Jaaffar as Group Editor of Berita
Harian Sdn Bhd and Editor-in-Chief of Uusan Mel ayu Group respectively,
had affected i nvestor confidence

Dr Mahat hir said whatever was sai d by the forei gn nedi a was parroted by
t he Qpposition, especially the DAP

He added termnms such as deni al syndronme, crony capitalismand nepotism
were never used by the Qpposition until the foreign Press started using
them

He said Kit Siang actually practised nepoti smas he had al ready naned
his son as his successor

"This is the biggest exanpl e of nepotism" he said.

He added that when the [ ocal nedia reported about nepotismin DAP, Kit
Si ang had i nposed a gag order on his party menbers.

"No one could talk about it. This is actually the denial syndrone
practised in the DAP.

"If they ever take over the adm nistration of the country, in 1,000
years probably, we will see a Governnent which does not all ow any
criticismand conprises nenbers of the | eader' s children, grandchildren
and all," Dr Mahathir said

He said if Mal aysia was as bad as potrayed by the Opposition, it would
have been i npossible for the nation to devel op as nuch as it did.

"But because he (Kit Siang) practises nepoti sm DAP had never been
successful ," he said, citing the failed Tanjung projects inthe last three
general el ections as exanpl es.

Dr Mahat hir said whatever was said by the foreign Press woul d
i nredi atel y be used by the Qpposition.

"They are |i ke parrots seated next to a granophone and repeati ng what
was heard," he said.

He said the fact that the Opposition echoed the Wst indicated that they
had not hi ng substantial to put forward as concrete proposals.

"The Opposition in Malaysia lacks quality. It is better tolet others



take over," he said.

Dr Mahat hir brought laughter in the House when he suggested to Tan Seng
G aw ( DAP- Kepong) who was seated next to Kit Siang that it was tine that
he outfl anked Kit Siang.

( END)
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