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PM Make Ganes the best ever (HL)

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Addressing 10,000 vol unteers of the 16t h Commonweal t h
Ganes today, Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad urged themto denonstrate
their patriotismand strive to make it the best ever.

"The success of the Ganes depends on you. Let's together nake it the
best Commonweal t h Ganmes ever held,” the Prinme M nister said to cheers and
appl ause fromthe vol unt eers who packed the M nes Exhi bition Centre in Sr
Kenbangan.

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali were earlier given
a rousi ng wel cone and a standi ng ovati on when they wal ked i nto the hall
acconpani ed by Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, Sukom
Ni nety Ei ght Bhd chairman Jen (rtd) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohaned Ali and chef-
de- m ssion of the Ml aysi an contingent Datuk Khalid Yunos.

Dr Mahathir said the volunteers had a duty to ensure that not only were
the events well organi sed but al so those who visited Mal aysia during the
Ganes returned home with fond nmenories.

He said Malaysia's success inits bidto host the Ganes, whi ch begins on
Sept 11, was itself something to be proud of as the neet was normally held
i n devel oped countri es.

Therefore, he said, it was inmportant for the volunteers to constantly
saf eguard the country's i mage and nake the event a success.

Dr Mahat hir said the | arge nunber of vol unteers who had contri buted
their services to the Games refl ected their patriotismand | ove for the
nation.

He hoped that as vol unteers they woul d not object to any task assi gned
to themeven if they were seen as dirty and did not befit their status.

"I'n Vancouver, | was told by ny wife that the vol unteers even cl ean up
horse faeces after a parade,” he said, adding that any duty performed by
the vol unteers was nobl e.

"W nust make sure everything is clean. Even if there are 100, 000
spectators at the stadium we nust keep it clean

"We have to pick up the rubbish, even if we have to use our bare hands
Cl eanliness reflects national character."”

Dr Mahat hir al so stressed t he i nportance of nmaintaining cl eanliness of
toilets not only at the sports conpl exes but also in public places.

He al so advi sed the volunteers to be polite evenif the visitors were
rude.

Dr Mahathir al so urged the national athletes to devote their tine and
energy to training to achi eve success at the Ganes.

He said that as host, Malaysia did not want to be | eft out in the nmeda
tally.

Al t hough Mal aysi an athl etes were snaller than athl etes fromother
countries, there were many events |i ke weightlifting, badm nton, boxing
and swi mmi ng i n which Mal aysia had a chance to wi n nedal s, he said.

"l appeal to athletes to sacrifice non-beneficial activities and
concentrate on training," he said, expressing the "Ml aysia Bol eh" sl ogan
Dr Mahathir said the Governnent had spent about RML billion to build
stadi uns and sports conpl exes for the Ganes.
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