01/ 10/ 1998

Congratul atory nessages to Chi na

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar and Raja
Per mai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah have sent a congratul atory nessage to
Presi dent Jiang Zemin in conjunction with the 49th anni versary of the
foundi ng of China tonorrow.

"We recall with fond nenories Your Excellency's visit to Malaysia in
Decenber | ast year to attend the Meeting of the Heads of State and
Gover nment of Asean and the Peopl e's Republic of China.

"We | ook forward to wel com ng Your Excellency again to Malaysia in
Novenber to attend the Apec | eaders neeting," the King said.

"Such visits contribute to consolidating and enhanci ng bil ateral
rel ati ons between our two countries."”

The King al so hoped that existing close and substantive rel ations
bet ween Mal aysi a and Chi na woul d continue to be strengthened in the years
ahead.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad al so extended greetings to
Zhu Rongji, prenier of the State Council.

Dr Mahat hir said he was happy to note that both countries were worKking
closely to continue and sustai n economic growh that woul d benefit both
nations.

"I amconfident we can expand the scope of our relations as we face
chal I enges of the newmllennium"

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sent a sinmilar nessage to
Tang Ji axuan, China's Mnister of Foreign Affairs, sayi ng he was pl eased
to note that bilateral relations between China and Mal aysi a have i n recent
years gai ned nomentum
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