10/ 08/ 1998
M C assenbl y del i berates on bigger picture of revitalising econony

Pat vi nder Si ngh

THE 52nd M C general assenbly on Saturday will probably be renenbered nore
for its unequivocal show of support for Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanmad and the Nati onal Economi ¢ Recovery Plan in overconing the
country's economi c problens than for its deliberations onissues facing
the Indian comunity.

M C presi dent Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, speaking in Tanmi| at the end of
his presidential address, pounded out a boom ng, fiery oratary pl edgi ng
support, which ended with Dr Mahat hir and t he packed audi ence at Sheraton
Subang on their feet shouting "Merdeka! Merdeka! Merdeka!".

Sany Vel |l u was war ni ng the 1, 350 del egates, Bari san Nasi onal conponent
party | eaders present and i nvited guests of attenpts by "elenments" to
col oni se the country in other ways.

He said the party believed the key to econonic recovery was confi dence
inone's self, the Governnment and its | eadership and that this was the
responsi bility of all, including corporate figures, politicians and
gover nment servants

After an el aborate I ndian cultural wel cone, Dr Mahat hir call ed upon
Mal aysi ans to | ook for new and realistic ways to punp noney into the
country's econom ¢ system

He sai d Mal aysi an worren coul d tenporarily pawn their jewell ery outside
the country and bring the noney back here, maki ng a hunorous reference to
I ndi an wormen known for their penchant for gold.

The Prime Mnister also said that Ml aysians had billions of unnobilised
ringgit stashed away and urged themto bring this noney into the system

The assenbly was told that Indians had contributed to nation-building
before through their representationin the civil service, in anunber out
of proportion to their population

Sany Vellu said the M C woul d establish a fact-finding nechanismto
det erm ne how menbers coul d pawn their jewel |l ery abroad and bri ng hone t he
forei gn exchange

Wth unfounded runours of riots rife in the Federal Capital a day
earlier, the party showed it was on the ball by drafting a last-mnute
resol ution calling upon the Home M nistry to take stern acti on agai nst
those indul gi ng i n runour-nongeri ng.

The assenbly passed 44 anendnents to the party's constitution with nost
of thempertaining to an increased role for the State |iaison comm ttees
intheir dealings with branch and di vi si onal congresses.

Whi | e nost amendnents were quietly accepted, queries were rai sed on the
subj ect of allow ng the divisional youth and wonen | eaders to attend the
di vi si onal del egates' conference by virtue of their positions just as the
nati onal Youth and Worren | eaders can attend the party's general assenbly
for the sanme reason.

It was asked what woul d happen if the divisional youth and wonen | eaders
of fered thensel ves as candi dates given their "immturity" for senior party
posi tions.

A senior party | eader said there was sone confusion as Sany Vel | u and
vi ce-presi dent Datuk M Mahal i ngam who prepared t he anendnents, got
| ocked i n a heat ed debate with the del egat e aski ng t he questi on, which
only ended when the party president put an end toit.

"Both sides were unaware that there are sufficient by-laws and ot her
condi tions that prevent young and i nexperienced nmenbers from standi ng for



seni or positions. There are checks and bal ances, " the | eader sai d.

Anot her seni or del egate said there was no sign of any di ssensi on and t he
proceedi ngs were general ly snooth

"The shop is in order and Dat uk brooks no nonsense," he said, a fact
t hat becane evi dent when Sany Vel lu, at one point, wal ked out of the
assenbly apparently angered that del egates di d not have with t hemt he
printed material handed to t hemupon regi stration but had i nstead "l ocked
themin their cars".

Debat e on social issues took a backseat as nore time was spent on
education i ssues with the usual conments about | ack of finance and pl aces
inlocal institutions of higher |earning.

Sany Vel | u, as expected, extolled the i mportance of saving wi th Koperas
Di di k, an education armof the MC, so that |Indians can get higher
educati onal | oans.

The party has racked up millions of ringgit in debts by building the
TAFE Col | ege i n Negri Senbilan and nore woul d have to be spent for the
party's proposed university in Kedah and a technology institute in | poh.

Al'l this would conme to nought if Indians did not start planning nowto
avai |l thensel ves of places there, Sany Vel lu said.

Estate workers were also told to prepare thensel ves for work in other
sectors if they continued to get a raw deal despite rising profits due to
trading palmoil in the US dollar.

Faced with nounting costs, the general assenbly was a one-day affair and
it was evident that there was not enough tinme for nore debate on i ssues
facing the comunity.

The party woul d have to revert to a two-day general assenbly to provide
sufficient time for nore people to say their piece, especially those party
| eaders who hol d positions in the Government, as the assenbly provi des an
i deal opportunity to explain governnent efforts in the present economnic
situation. And Sany Vel lu has indicated the party mght do just that.

Al inall, the party | ooked at the bigger picture of restoring the
econony and cal |l ed upon the Indian comunity to play its part while
placing its problens on the back burner.

( END)
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