09/ 08/ 1998
M C pl edges full support for Dr M

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Patvi nder Singh; Sum tha Martin

SUBANG JAYA, Sat. - The M C today pl edged support for the Nationa
Econoni ¢ Recovery Pl an, saying the Indian comunity stood by Prine

M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s | eadership i n overconi ng the
country's econom c probl ens.

Its president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu sai d despite having enjoyed the
fruits of independence for the past 40 years, there were el enents
attenpting to "colonise" the country in other ways

Sany Vellu, in his address at the party's 52nd General Assenbly hel d at
t he Sherat on Hotel, Subang Jaya, | auded Dr Mahathir's contributions to the
country as a nation builder and i nternational |eader, |ikening himto
Churchill and Gandhi

The Prine M nister was given a standi ng ovati on as Sany Vel | u spoke of
Dr Mahathir's contributions, which the M C presi dent said were
acknow edged by the Indian comrunity.

Calling for the speedy inplenmentation of the NERP and ot her efforts to
revive t he econony, Samy Vellu said getting enotional and pl aci ng the
bl ame on certain quarters wi thout knowi ng the true situati on was w ong

I nst ead, what was needed was a synergistic effort anbng Mal aysi ans to
unite in ensuring the nation's recovery.

Sany Vel lu al so touched on the party's goal to raise RMLOO nillion for
the party's Koperasi Didi k Berhad educati on schene which has RVMb mi | |ion
in funds from 25, 000 nenbers.

Under the schenme, nmenbers are required to save a mni numof RW5 a nonth
per child to be eligible for study | oans.

On the plight of estate workers, he said their future was still bleak
despite the 40 per cent increase in profits enjoyed by estate owners
trading in US currency for their exports.

"The time has conme for estate workers to realise that we can no | onger
depend on traditional sectors.™”

He said the estate owners' attitude towards their workers had not
changed as the workers still earned a small income and | acked proper
facilities.

On opportunities for tertiary education for Indian students, he said he
regretted that about 400 who obtai ned good results were unabl e to gain
entry into |l ocal institutions of higher | earning during the recent intake.

He said the MCwas in the process of setting up the Institute of
Technol ogy in I poh with the co-operation of the Indian Institute of
Technol ogy in Del hi and the Universiti Maju in Kedah in co-operation with
the University of Bristol inthe United Kingdomto address such probl ens.
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