20 SEP 1998

M C REGETS ANMAR' S CHALLENGE TO MAHATHI R TO STEP DOWN

| POH, Sept 20 (Bernama) -- MC president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu today
expressed regret over forner deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s chall enge to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad to step down.

He said Anwar had no right to ask Dr Mahathir to step down as the prine
m ni ster had not done anythi ng w ong.

"If anyone wants to challenge the prime mnister he has to wait for the
general election,” he told reporters after opening a supermarket, here.

Anwar, who was dism ssed fromthe cabinet on Sept 2 and expelled from
Umo a day later, had called on Dr Mahathir to step down if he did not want
to be ousted by the people.

Sany Vellu said the MC fully supported Dr Mahathir's | eadership
because only he could lead the country towards change and devel opnent.

He said the prine minister did not use his position for self-interest
but instead i npl emented the changes for the good of the people.
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