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M CROSCFT' S | NVESTMENTS | N REG ON NOT' AFFECTED BY ECONOM C TURMO L

KUALA LUMPUR, March 18 (Bernama) -- Mcrosoft Corporation's investnents
inthe region will not be affected by the econonmic turnoil as the
i nvestnments are long termin nature, says its chairman and chi ef executive
officer Bill Cates.

"We do everything on a long termbasis and the investnents we are
maki ng in the region are not changed by the turmoil and economic crisis,”
he told a press conference after neeting Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi m

"There are many countries here, sonme of which we are well ahead of our
forecast," said Gates, who is on a one-day visit here as part of a regiona
trip covering Mal aysia, Australia, Singapore and the Phili ppines.

In Sydney on Mynday, Gates, who is the co-founder of Mcrosoft, told a
news conference that the conpany's earnings outl ook was unchanged despite
t he sl owdown in Asia.

He said the personal conputers software | eader had seen its sales
figure "certainly been above anal ysts' expectations every quarter.”

Al though Mcrosoft's sales are |lower in sone countries and higher in
ot hers, when the regional sales are |unped together, "we cone up ahead
because our products are doing very well," he said.

Gates al so expressed Mcrosoft's comitnment in expanding the staff
strength of its operation in Mlaysian, which is also the conpany's
regi onal headquarters.

"This is our regional headquarters. W continue to add people,” he
stressed.

On Mcrosoft's participation in the Multi medi a Super Corridor (MsC)
project, Gates, who is the project’'s international advisory panel menber
said: "I ama big supporter of the basic concept driving the
infrastructure.”

In addition, Gates said he is playing a big part in the initiatives to
i ncrease the Information Technology (I T) skills in the country.

The MSC, a 750 sq km zone | ocated south of Kuala Lunpur, designated as
the hub for devel opnent of nultinedia products and services, is a good
showcase for the el ectronic government project.

Asked whether M crosoft would apply for MSC status, he said: "The
things we are doing now are actually the nost inpactful things related to
the training initiatives called Skills 2000

"But we will also do some direct things as well that would lead to nore
of ficial designation."

The Mcrosoft Skills 2000 project includes a significant contribution
in training, software, hardware and an awareness canpai gn invol ving the
M nistry of Education, National and State libraries and others.

The project's initiatives conplenent the MSC s flagship application on
Smart School

It involves training teachers to use the latest IT tools in schoo
projects and assignnments, and re-activates state and national libraries
into centres where students congregate to |learn

On his visit here, Gates said it was neant to identify what are the
roles that Mcrosofts's can play in the MSC and the conpany is conmitted in
"increasing the anount of things it do in the project.™

Gates said he had very productive neetings with the cabi net nmenbers,
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Anwar.



I ssues in the nmeeting included opportunities for Mcrosoft in Mlaysia,
devel opnent of the MSC, education and the world narket.

Meanwhile, in a statement Mcrosoft said the conpany woul d i nvest cl ose
to RML million in devel oping and nurturing young Ml aysi an software
progranmm ng talent. -- BERNAVA
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