27 APR 1998
Mahat hi r - Message
M GRATE TO NEW WAYS OF RESOLVI NG PROBLEMS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, April 27 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has called for a new kind of migration for Muslins in
celebrating the Ma'al Hijrah -- migration to new ways of resol ving problens

especially the current crisis besetting the country.

He said the crisis affecting the country was insignificant when
conpared to that faced by Prophet Mihanmad whil e spreadi ng | sl am where he
was forced to flee (mgrate) from Mecca to Madi na.

"I'f we have to be thrifty, to work harder, to be nore patient and to be
nore noderate in our stand, we nust be prepared to undergo all these
changes.

"God willing, if we are willing to make this " penghijrahan'

(mgration), then the Ma'al Hjrah celebration will not only be in
celebration of this historic day but also of beneficial to us in a nore
significant and neani ngful ways," he said in his Ma'al Hijrah 1419 nmessage
to mark the new Miuslim cal ender year

Dr Mahathir said that way the Muslinms would be able to free thensel ves
fromthe shackles that bound them and be successful in overconing al
oppr essi ons.

He said Muslins should not cel ebrate the begi nning of the nonth of
Muharram nmerely by recollecting the event of the “hijrah' (mgration) or
celebrating it as a new year celebration but instead as a rem nder to
Muslinms to enmul ate the ways of the Prophet in changing the situation and
i mproving efforts.

"We know that the Allah could create anything by just conmmandi ng " Be'
but Allah wants us to work for it. W mght be successful and we m ght not
be successful

"Only Allah determines the result. But just because success is not
assured, it doesn't nmean that we should not make an effort for it and
change the way we are," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that although Ml aysia was peaceful and did not face
problens |ike starvation and major catastrophe but the country was stil
weak and oppressed by ot hers.

"Qur weakness is due to our culture which does not give nuch priority
to hard work, the quest for know edge, noderation in lifestyle, practising
fine values and others. As such, just anyone could cone and defeat us, |ook
down upon us and al so our religion," he said.

Dr Mahathir said Muslins were as capable as others and had been proven
to be successful as others when they tried.

Musl i ms coul d make changes in the fields of sciences and technol ogy,
managenment and commerce, invention of sophisticated products by changi ng
what had been accepted as normal into sonmething new to test and take
advant age of existing capabilities, he said.

But, he said not all new things were good and not all changes brought
success.

He said "hijrah' served as a |l esson and an inportant exanple to Mislins
because the migration of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina 1,419 years ago
was a significant event to the extend that it marked the Islamc era.

"“Hijrah' neans noving fromone place to another for want of change for
the better.

"The m gration of Prophet Muhanmad from Mecca to Madi na was due to
pressures faced by the Prophet in Mecca that prevented himfrom spreading



Islam " he said.

Dr Mahathir said all Miuslins were aware that the Prophet's migration
was to change the situation.

"But we (Muslins) do not take seriously the meaning of hijrah as
expounded in the Prophet's sunnah and God's conmmand about i nproving
onesel f.

"As such if there is no inprovenment in us, we have only ourself to
bl ame because we have failed to act to change they way we are," he said.
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