24/ 02/ 1998
M C co-op targets 300,000 nmenbers

Sat want Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Koperasi Didi k Bhd, an education armof MCto

provi de | oans for all Mal aysi ans for hi gher studi es, has targeted 300, 000
menbers with savings totalling RVMbO million by the end of this year

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was expected to officially | aunch the co-operative in
May .

"W will enmbark on a maj or canpai gn soon for its nmenbership and all MC
branches have been directed to co-operate.”

Sanmy Vellu, who is also the co-operative's chairman, said this after
chairing its first board neeting at the M C headquarters today.

He said the co-operative's nenbers would qualify for loans for their
children's education after saving for at | east six years.

"Wth imedi ate effect, all those who want to obtain education | oans
fromthe Maju Institute of Educati on Devel opment will also be requiredto
become nenbers of the co-operative."

He said a meeting woul d be held in March to train sonme 120 officers to
answer all questions pertaining to the co-operative, which was open to al
races.

In I poh, Sany Vellu said Wanita MCwll set up a task force at the
State-level to help Indian woren in estates and squatter areas deal with
soci al problens.

Perak will be the first followed by Sel angor and Johor.

Sany Vellu saidit was vital to have the task force in these States as
t hey were beset with social problens.

Speaking after meeting State M C | eaders yesterday, Samy Vellu said the
task force woul d operate in five zones.

He said the M C headquarters had al ready begun conducting soci o- econom ¢
surveys on Indian famlies in squatter areas and one of those conpletedis
on squatters in Gunong Cheroh, near here.

Sany Vellu also directed the division chiefs to get every Indian
eligibletovoteintheir areas to register as voters to beef up MC s
strengt h.

Sany Vel | u added that the M C was carrying out a nati onwi de survey to
detect and regi ster Indian hardcore poor famlies to ensure their
I'ivelihood woul d be i nproved t hrough exi sti ng government ai d programmes.

The survey is al so ai ned at checki ng soci al probl ens caused by poverty.

He said it was inportant that the survey be carried out as the party
bel i eved t he governnent statistics on hardcore poor famlies anong I ndi an
comunity was incorrect.

He said the actual figure was higher as many | ndi ans who were hardcore
poor and living in slums and squatter areas were not accounted for.

"Covernnent statistics indicated that there are very few hardcore poor
famlies in the I ndian community, but this is not a m stake of the
Gover nient .

"The nmistake lies with the I ndian peopl e who cannot even regi ster
t hensel ves or conme forward to say that they are poor and needed aid," he
sai d.

The respective State MCliaison comittee and divi si ons woul d conduct
t he survey.

"I't will be an on-going survey and the data woul d be updated fromtine
to tine.
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