15 MAY 1998

MAHATHI R OPENS PETRONAS' OFFI CE | N SUDAN

KUALA LUMPUR, May 15 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad today officially opened Petronas' office in Sudan and | aunched its
operations in that country.

Mahat hir, who is on an official visit to Sudan, unveiled a plaque at a
cerenony held at a |leading hotel in the capital, Khartoum to mark the
occasi on.

A statenment from Petronas rel eased here said the opening of the Sudan
office signified its commtment to futher enhance its presence and expand
its business activities in Sudan.

Petronas' entry into Sudan forms part of the conpany's gl obalisation
drive which it has been pursuing since the early 1990s to enhance
Mal aysi a' s petrol eumreserves, add value to the conpany's busi nesses and
provi de new challenges to its enpl oyees, the statenment said.

It added that as part of Petronas' conmitnment to share its experience
and expertise with Sudan, the conpany had in May 1997 signed an agreenent
wi th the Sudanese Mnistry of Energy and M ning on cooperation and
t echni cal assi stance.

The agreenent covers cooperation on upstream and downstream studi es,

t he devel opnent of training programmes and the establishnent of a training
centre and | aboratory facilities for the Sudanese Mnistry of Energy and
M ni ng.

Assisting in these undertakings are Petronas' subsidiaries, Petronas
Managemnent Trai ning Sdn Bhd and Petronas Research and Scientific Services
Sdn Bhd.

Petronas, which is currently actively involved in upstream and
downstream activities in 19 countries worldw de, first becane involved in
Sudan's petrol eumindustry in 1996.

It was invited to participate in an integrated petrol eum expl oration
and devel oprment project in the Muglad Basin.

A consortium known as Greater Nile Petrol eum Operati ng Conpany Ltd
(GNPQC) was forned to undertake the project, with Petronas holding a 30
percent interest.

The statenent said Petronas' entry into Sudan will give the conpany the
opportunity to have an effective role in the econom c devel opnent of Sudan,
particularly in its oil and gas industry, and contribute to the well-being
of the Sudanese people. -- BERNAMVA
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