31 DEC 1998
MIrucC- Message/ BM
M Nl MUM WAGE TOP OF MIUC STRUGGLE FOR 1999

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Efforts to restructure the Enpl oyees
Provi dent Fund (EPF) and to inplenent a mni nrumwage of RML, 200 rank hi gh
on the agenda of the Ml aysian Trades Uni on Congress (MIuC) for 1999.

MIUC presi dent Senator Zainal Ranpak said these two issues were anong
ni ne contained in the Langkawi Declaration of April 1997 which was adopted
by the MIUC

MIuC woul d al so continue to chanpion the absolute rights and interests
of workers, the freedomto have uni ons, freedom of expression, and adopt a
nore progressive attitude to inprove the econom c well-being of workers, he
said in a New Year nessage here

He said MIUC woul d continue to press the Finance Mnistry to
restructure the EPF so that it could give better dividends in line with its
position as the country's biggest financial institution with assets
exceedi ng RML40 billion

On the mnimum nonthly salary of RML, 200, he said Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad suggested that this could be inplenented once the
country's econony has recovered.

Zai nal, who was recently appointed a Senator, said the m ni mum wage
woul d give fam lies of workers better |iving standards and encourage them
to save.

He said other matters in the Langkawi Decl aration meriting urgent
attention were calls for the governnent to recogni se and inpl enment the
I nternational Labour Organisation (I1LO Convention of 1987 and for the ful
utilisation of the Human Resource Devel opnent Fund for training workers.

MIUC al so pl edged to play an active role in consuner issues and to
encourage affiliates to increase nenbership to one mllion by the year
2000.

Enpl oyers shoul d consider unions as friends and continue the Service
Term nati on Schene, he said.

He said econonic problens in Mal aysia and other countries in the region
in 1998 had caused 30 million people to lose their jobs and their fanmlies
to suffer.

Workers should learn fromthe experience of neighbouring countries and
continue to work hard and be united in rehabilitating and devel opi ng the
country's econony, he said.
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