17/ 04/ 1998

M nisters, MBs "can stay in hotels if homes are bei ng renovat ed'

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Mnisters and Menteris Besar are eligible to stay
inhotelsif their houses are under repair or renovation, Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today.

Asked to conment on reports that Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar had stayed at Hotel Radi sson in Shah Alamfor 125 days, incurring a
total cost of RV40, 000 when hi s house was under renovati on, Dr Mahat hir

sai d:
"When | was nmade the Education Mnister, | did not have a house and had
to stay at a hotel. | stayed at Mrama Hotel ."

Dr Mahat hir was speaking to reporters after he and his wife Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasnah Mohanmed Ali call ed on Ugandan Presi dent Yoweri Kaguta
Miuseveni and wi fe Janet at the Renai ssance Hotel.

On a Berita Harian report today that the Anti-Corruption Agency was
i nvestigating all egati ons that Abu Hassan's driver had al so stayed at the
sane hotel although only divisiononecivil servants are eligible to stay
in such hotels, Dr Mahathir said:

"That, | don't know. | dare not comrent."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the statenent by Terengganu
Menteri Besar Tan Sri \Wan Mokht ar Ahrmad yesterday that Menteris Besar and
Chief Mnisters will nmeet in one or two nonths to discuss co-operation to
overcone the water supply problem

Mokhtar's statenment was nmet with strong criticismfromthe public who
felt that the State Governnments had no sense of urgency in solving the
probl em

"The neeting is only to determine policy matters. As far as co-operation
bet ween the States on water supply i s concerned, there is no problem™ Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

Dr Mahathir said each State had the right to sell its water to other
St at es because water was a State resource.

"It istheir resource, like tin and petroleum O course they will want
to sell them" he said.

( END)
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