10/ 02/ 1998
Mnistry starts schene to hel p boost reserve

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Information Mnister Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat today
| aunched the Seti a Negara Fund where staff of the Mnistry, its agencies
and the public can donate cash or jewellery to increase the nationa
reserve.

Donations will be put into the Setia Negara Trust Fund Account after it
has been approved by the Finance Mnistry and | ater the special body to be
set up by the Governnent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yest erday announced a
speci al body woul d be set up to collect donations to aid the country's
recovery.

The speci al body, approved by the Cabi net | ast week, will ensure al
collections are utilised effectively.

Mohaned said the Finance M nistry was asked to consider the speci al
body' s establishnent which woul d co-operate with Bank Negara.

Meanwhi | e, public donations to the Setia Negara Fund can be made at the
M nistry's information and broadcasti ng depart ments nati onw de.

Atelethon will also be held soon over RTMradi o and tel evi sion
channel s, allow ng the public to make pl edges. Boot hs nay be set up at
shoppi ng mal I s too.

Mohamed was speaki ng after | aunching the fund and attendi ng the
M nistry's Kongsi Raya cel ebrations at Dataran Setia, Angkasapuri here.

Together with the Mnistry's senior officers, the Mnister put his own
donation into the coll ecti on box.

On the setting up of the Setia Negara Trust Fund Account, Mhaned sai d
it was necessary to | egalise collections.

When asked whet her funds would still be collected after the country had
recovered, he said "you never knowwhen it will be a sunny or rainy day".
"I't does not matter whether the contributions are small or big, it is

nore i nportant that people are aware of the econonmi ¢ probl emand they
donat e.
"Thi s donation drive does not nean we have reached a panic stage ... |

do not think so ... we are doing well actually,” he said, citing the
recent inproved performances in the |l ocal stock and currency markets as
pr oof .

Mohaned al so suggest ed Mal aysi ans who travel | ed abroad regularly to
donate their "small change"” in foreign currencies to the fund.
( END)
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