02/ 10/ 1998

M ni ster “need not be told of every stage of probe

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Under section 73 of the Internal Security Act, the
police need not i nformthe Hone M ni ster of every stage of investigations
and actions taken agai nst the detainees.

In fact, under the same section of the Act, the police al so need not
informthe Home M nister of any arrests nade.

That particul ar section of the | awonly provides that the Hone M ni ster
be informed of the arrest if he (the person arrested) is to be detained
for a period of nore than 30 days.

Umo veteran and | awyer Datuk Dr Rais Yati msaid on the question of
i nform ng t he Home M ni ster about the devel opnent of the i nvestigations on
a person arrested under the Act, the police need only informthe Mnister
before the end of the 60-day detention period w thout trial.

This, he said, was to enable the Home M ni ster to deci de whet her t hat
person shoul d be further detained at any of the detention centres for two
years or |ess or be rel eased.

Article 73(3)(c) of the Act says: "He (the person arrested) shall not be
detained for nore than 30 days unl ess a police officer of or above the
rank of deputy superintendent has repported the circunstances of the
arrest and detention to the |IGP or to a police officer designated by the
| GP, who shall forthwith report the sanme to the Mnister."

Rai s was asked to comment on today's report in the International Herald
Tri bune which said that "high aides" to the Prinme M nister had asserted
that Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, who is al so Honme M ni ster, did not
know about Datuk Seri Anwar | brahims injuries until the forner Deputy
Prime M nister appeared in court on Tuesday, 10 days after he was arrested
under the | SA

Rai s said when a person was arrested under section 73 of the I SA like
Anwar, it was the duty of the police to carry out a thorough and full
i nvestigation on hi mwi thin 60 days, although the Home M ni ster coul d have
requested for an update at any tinme before the end of that period.

Inthis case, he said, if it was true that Dr Mahathir did not know
about Anwar's injuries, then it obviously nmeant that he had | eft the
matter in the hands of the police.

The provi sions of the Act woul d nean that the Home M nister did not
interfere or conspire with the police on the matter. Anwar had, in
speeches made during his roadshow or at his house prior to the arrest,
claimed that he was the victi mof "conspiracy at the highest |evel."

It nmust be recalled that at his Press conference yesterday, Dr Mahathir
said that the police had nothing to gain by hurting Anwar as they were not
seeki ng a confession fromhi msince he was going to be charged i n court.

Rai s sai d: "The police need not necessarily have to informthe Honme
M nister of everything at any one tinme, although admttedly thisis a
speci al case and | ogi cally he shoul d be i nfornmed of the bruises on Anwar's
face."

He refused to specul ate on the issue but said that when he was the
Deputy Home M nister in 1978, he had come across cases where detai nees had
i njured thensel ves deliberately or otherw se.

He sai d sone det ai nees who coul d not withstand the tension and stress of
bei ng det ai ned and i nterrogated, had been known to knock their faces on
their knees.

There were al so others who deliberately caused injuries to thensel ves



with the intention of gaining public synpathy.

"I amnot saying this is the case with Anwar, that his injuries were
self-inflicted, but records had shown that it is not inpossible for such
t hi ngs to happen, " he added.

Referring to the same report, DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang said
if it was true that Dr Mahathir was not privy to the information that
Anwar had sustained injuries while under detention, thenit raisedthe
question on the state of governance in Ml aysi a.

He al so urged the Governnent to carry out an i ndependent investigation
into Anwar's al |l egation of police brutality w thout involvingthe police.

( END)
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