18/ 11/ 1998

M ni sters and politicians sl amsupport for novenent

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - CGovernment | eaders and politicians were the | oudest
voice in lashing out at US Vice-President Al Gore's comments in praise of
the anti-governnent reformasi protest.

Education M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak sai d Gore showed t ot al
di sregard for di pl omacy and i nternational rel ations.

"He had conme here to attend a nultilateral econonmic forumand took the
opportunity to criticise the Governnent and express his support for a
nmovement whi ch contravenes the rule of |aw," he said.

Works Mnister and M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu wants Gore to
retract his statenent, saying it was a blatant interference in Malaysia's
internal affairs.

Transport M nister and MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said
it was the hei ght of arrogance. "This is not reflective of the Anericans.
| have beento the United States and in nmy opi ni on, Anericans don't behave
like this at all."

When told that CGore's statenment had been endorsed by President Bill
Clinton, Dr Ling said: "Both of themare the nbst shameful exanpl es of
Arerica."

Umo Yout h acting chi ef Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein said Gore's
i rresponsi bl e action only confirmed what Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had said all al ong about the United States and its
| eaders.

Descri bing themas "arrogant hypocrites who tal ked about denocracy and
the rule of law but in the sane breath condoned riots", he said Umo Youth
woul d be sendi ng a menorandumto the US enbassy soon.

The Council of Menteris Besar and Chief M nisters al so condemed t he
actions of foreign|leaders whotriedtointerferein Malaysian affairs.

Its chai rman, Tan Sri Wan Mokht ar Ahmad, said this reflected their |ack
of understanding in international diplomcy and the | ocal culture. He was
readi ng an emergency resol uti on passed by Menteris Besar and Chi ef
M ni sters.

"W al so oppose deeply the statenents by foreign | eaders who question
the integrity of the judicial system" he said.

Asked if the resolution was aimed at a specific foreign | eader, Wan
Mokhtar said it was ainmed at all foreign | eaders attending the Apec forum
who had nade statenents in an attenpt to interfere.

Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mohanmed Zahir |smail said Gore's statenment was
out of place. "A speech nade at di nner shoul d not touch on sensitive
i ssues. | amshocked at Gore's staterment. It was rude of him"

Bari san Nasi onal Backbenchers Club i nformation chief Abdul Rahman
Sul ai man advi sed | eaders attending the Apec forumto observe decorumand
refrain frominterferingin Malaysia's internal affairs.

"W strongly urge the United States to mind their own business," he
sai d.

Ent repreneur and Second Fi nance M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned said
Mal aysi a had never recei ved such rude treat nent before. However, he was
confident that the country's econonic ties with the United States woul d
not be affected as the Anerican business conmmunity knew t he real
situation.

Culture, Arts and Touri smM ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chik said CGore's
stat enent was unprecedented. "The statenent can only be described as



arrogance. "
MCA Yout h chai rman Dat uk Chan Kong Choy said the party condemed this
sort of arrogance and interference in donmestic affairs.
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