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Mnistry will help in conservation efforts

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The newl y established National \Water Resource
Council will ook into conservation and protection of catchnent areas as
part its effort to ensure adequate water supply.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M ni ster Datuk Law Hi eng Di ng said
today his mnistry, with hel p fromthe Departnent of Environnent, woul d be
assisting the council in this aspect.

"Qur main concern is the protection of sources of water such as
cat chnment areas

"Conserving and protecting these sources i s one of the nost inportant
neasures to be taken and the council is aware of it," he told reporters
after | aunching the Proj ek Ri adah Al amSekitar ' 98 (Envi ronment Awar eness
Proj ect 1998) at the DOE headquarters.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who chaired yesterday's
neeting had said the council woul d address a w de range of issues on
inter-State water nmovenent.

Law who al so attended the neeting, said today the council did talk about
conservation aspects as wel | .

To enphasise this point, Lawdistributed to the state representatives at
the neeting two sets of guidelines drawn up by the DOCE to protect water
sour ces.

The gui del i ne, which have been in place for years but nostly not adopted
by State Governments, were on zoning, and soil erosing and siltation
prevention.

The soil erosion and siltation prevention guidelines are basically
measures that need to be taken when pl anning or carry out devel opnent
activities.

The gui del i nes on zoni ng are no | and use and nanagemnment for sensitive
sites |i ke water catchnent areas.

"We hope all officials involved in the planning and execution (of
devel opnent activities), contractors and devel opers fol | owt he gui del i nes
strictly to protect water sources.

"Measures shoul d al so be taken to prevent industrial effluents, and
human and ani mal waste frombei ng di scharged (into the water-ways)," said
Law.

On the regional effort to tackle haze, Law said the United Nations have
againurged the international comunity to contribute to Asean's cause.

The under secretary-general for UN s Humani tari an Affairs and Emer gency
Rel i ef Coordinator, Sergio Vieira de Mell o, who i s based i n New York and
t he under secretary-general and executive director of United Nations
Envi ronment Progranme, Kl aus Topfer, in Nairobi had witten to the various
anbassadors aski ng themto expedite their contributions.

In an unrelated matter, Law said two new cases of open burni ng had been
detected in Mal aysi a yesterday, bringing the total to 383 cases since
April 8.

One case was detected at a construction site in Kuah and the other was a
forest fire near the Kelab Golf Port Dickson.

The party responsible for the first case was fined RML, 000 while the DOE
is still investigating the second case.
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