06/ 02/ 1998
Mnister: Dr Mahathir wants a trial run

Randhi r Si ngh

THE Sports Mnistry will discuss with sports associations the idea by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday to have several
sports events held sinultaneously at the Bukit Jalil sports conplex as a
trial run for the Kual a Lumpur Conmonweal t h Ganes.

Dr Mahat hir had made t he suggesti on whil e chairing the Commonweal t h
Gares Council neeting at the Prinme Mnister's Departnent in Kual a Lunpur.
Sports Mnister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin said the ideal time for the
trial run would be sonetine in July and he woul d discuss it with the

associ ati ons.

"The field need not be international. Just sone sort of a national
chanpi onshi ps. The LRT (light rail transport to Bukit Jalil) would be
operational on July 1 and it would be ideal for atrial run."

Muhyi ddi n sai d he woul d di scuss this with the athletics, squash, hockey,
gymastics and sw mri ng associ ati ons.

"Dr Mahathir remi nded us on the inportance of atrial run and wants us
to do as many drills as possible before the Ganes. We will go along with
the idea."

He said Sukom N nety Eight Bhd will partly sponsor the events.

Dr Mahathir had al so i nstructed the Sukomtransport comittee to
negotiate with the Mal aysian Airlines and other donestic airlines on
speci al fares for Sabah and Sarawak resi dents during the Ganes.

The donestic airlines are Pel angi, SAEGA and Berjaya Air.

"W want to nmake sure |l ocals too get to see the Ganes and we wi || work
on provi ding cheap transport and reasonabl e acconmopdation rates. "

The transport conmittee woul d ensure that all the transport systemlike
t he LRT system the conmut er and nonorail, woul d operate according to
schedul e, besides the usual bus and taxi services.

On the i ssue of the hotel rates quoted by Sukom s Accommopdati on Bureau
(SAB) which is saidto be steep, Mihyiddin said Sukombri ef ed t he Counci |
that the rates will be quoted inringgit and "woul d be reasonabl e'.

The Mal aysi an Hoteliers Association and the Mnistry of Culture, Tourism
and Arts will nonitor the situation.

The Bureau, managed by Byrom Consul tants Ltd, is responsible for
arrangi ng roons for touri smoperators, broadcasters, sponsors,

Commonweal t h Ganes Federati on (CGF) repesentatives, the nmedia, VIPs,
officials as well as athletes.

The neeting, attended by Sukom98 executive chairman Tan Sri HashimAl i,
al so di scussed the |ikely problens to affect the public transport system
followi ng the recent decision of two bus conpanies to withdraw their
participation.

Mihyi ddi n said Dr Mahathir had al so called for a cl ose working
rel ati onshi p between Gover nnent agenci es, Sukomand sports associ ati ons
and reni nded t hemabout the cost cutting under the nationw de austerity
drive.

Muhyi ddin said the Mnistry will pick a contractor to | ook after the
facilities built for the Ganes.

"They will be in charge of security, cleaniness and nai ntenance for a
year."

The Economi ¢ Planning Unit of the Prime Mnister s Departnent wll
appoi nt a permanent prof essi onal managenent teamto nanage the facilities
next year.
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