16/ 10/ 1998

M nistry confident of neeting one mllion book donation target

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Rural Devel opment M nistry is confident of
collecting one mllion books for the book donati on canpai gn which will end
on Nov 9.

Its Mnister Datuk Annuar Misa said response to the canpai gn had been
encour agi ng since its deadline was extended fromSept 30 to Nov 9 and so
far it has received 545, 850 books.

Annuar said this at the bul k book donati on presentation by Ut usan
Publication & Distribution Sdn Bhd, Penerbitan Fargoes Sdn Bhd, Ml aysi an
Book Publ i shers Associ ati on and Mal aysi an Book | mporters Associ ati on at
the mnistry today.

"Wthin one to two weeks, we can achi eve the one mllion books' target
and we will be receiving the | ast bul k donation from Dewan Bahasa dan
Pust aka on the | ast day of the canpaign," he said.

On the |l ast day of the camnpaign, Annuar said the Mnistry would al so be
I aunchi ng 1, 001 readi ng centres nati onwi de where t he donat ed books wi || be
pl aced.

The readi ng centres whi ch had been identified by the Mnistry were
| ocated i n various public places such as i n | onghouses, suraus, coffee
shops apart fromproper readi ng centres.

He sai d Menbers of Parlianent will be invited to devel op and oversee the
progress of the reading centres in their areas.

"They will al so be responsible in continuingthe book collectionto
enrich the centres," he sai d addi ng t hat Sept enber/ Cct ober each year woul d
be book donation nonths.

The M nistry, he said was proud of its success of setting up 1,001
readi ng centres nationwi de within |l ess than a year because for the past
five years, the Mnistry had only able to set up about 200 centres.

"Inless than a year, we have been able to increase the nunber of
readi ng centres by 500 per cent and this was done without increasing the
burden on the Governnent," he said.

At the function, Utusan Publication & Di stribution which was represented
by its general manager |shak Hanzah and Penerbitan Fargoes managi ng
di rect or Mohd Haneefa | brahi mdonat ed RMLOO, 000 wort h of books each

Meanwhi | e, Mabopa president Datin Azi zah Mokhzani presented 10, 000 books
whi ch wer e donat ed by 12 publishers and MBI A presi dent Kevin Sukumar an
donat ed RMA0, 000 worth of books.

The book donati on canpai gn was | aunched by the Prime M nister Datuk Ser
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Aug 5 in conjunction with the national reading
nmonth. It is to pronpote the reading habit anong rural residents.

The canpai gn was co-organi sed by Petronas, Conmunity Devel opnment
Departnent, Pos Mal aysia Bhd, Astro, the National Library and Radi o,
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