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M NI STRY TO CLEAR PQOLI TI CAL CONFUSI ON, SAYS MOHAMED

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 31 (Bernama) -- The Information Mnistry will enbark
on a |large-scale public awareness drive to clear the air over the sacking
of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe governnent and Umo, an issue which
the m ni ster Datuk Mhanmed Rahmat said has created "political confusion”
anong Mal aysi ans.

Mohamed told reporters here today the mnistry was duty-bound to clear
the air over the issue so that the nasses coul d appreciate the reasons for
Anwar' s expul si on.

"Anwar's dismissal fromthe government and party warrants expl anation
as certain quarters had capitalised on the issue to create a politica
confusion,” he said after presenting the ministry's Quality Day awards.

He said:"Cbviously Datuk Seri Anwar is angry that he was sacked and he
asked others to vent their anger too ... whereas it is the party's right to
expel a nmenber and also the right of the prime mnister to disniss a
m ni ster he deens unfit," Mhaned said.

He said the arising confusion had given rise to saboteurs out to
underm ne the country's stability and security.

"We nust stop these destructive elenents fromrunning wild defying the
laws of the land. But | don't think the people at |arge support what they
do especially citizens who put national security and stability first,"” he
sai d.

He said the ministry had initiated a sinilar awareness canpai gn
nati on-wi de over radio television last nonth to enlighten the people on the
current econom c probl ens.

Mohamed al so said his mnistry's licensing and advertisi ng departnents
woul d be transferred to the Energy, Tel econmunications and Miltinmedi a
M ni stry whose formati on was announced by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad yest er day.

From now on approval for applications for |icences and radi o and
tel evision advertisements woul d be handl ed by the i ndependent conmi ssion
est abl i shed under the Miultinmedia Act which would al so oversee all private
television and radio stations.

Mohamed said Radi o and Tel evision Malaysia's (RTM woul d now confi ne
itself to only running matters relating to governnent information which
woul d remai n under the purview of his mnistry.

"The conmi ssion will also deal with the news content of the private
radio and tel evision stations. RTMw Il only handl e programes for the
governnent, " he said.

The governnment had al so decided to restructure RTMinto a corporation
to enable it to conpete with the other private broadcasting agencies, he
sai d.

"The RTM structure needs changing. It can't remain as a gover nment
departnment because there will emerge too many restrictions which will only
make things difficult for us,” he said.

"If RTMis turned into a corporation or governnent conpany, there may
be sone flexibility with regard to appointnments and di sm ssal s and
financial procedures which will sonmewhat ease our tasks and
responsibilities,"” he said.

Mohamed expressed hope a study of RTMs restructuring could be
expedited so that the exercise could be carried out next year at the
earliest.



- - BERNAMA
W\Z rn



	MINISTRY TO CLEAR POLITICAL CONFUSION, SAYS MOHAMED (Bernama 31/10/1998)

