04 APR 1998
Af fi fuddi n- Contractor
M NOR PROQJIECTS TO HELP CONTRACTORS

PULAU PINANG April 4 (Bernama) -- The government will not scrap m nor
devel opnent projects |ike | owcost housing and infrastructure facilities to
hel p small contractors weat her the econom c sl owdown.

Deputy Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Affifuddin Haji Orar said today that
wi th these on-going mnor projects, the small contractors, especially those
who depend on the governnment for projects, could hope to survive.

Speaking to told reporters after opening the annual general neeting of
t he Pul au Pinang branch of the Mal aysian Malay Contractors Associ ation
here, he said the government had not sl ashed projects for the wel fare of
the people and the contractors could al so benefit fromthese projects.

He was responding to association president Haji Roslan Awang Chik's
speech that the group nost affected by the econonm ¢ downturn was the
contractors, especially those in the construction sector

In a survey done by the association three weeks ago, 10 per cent of the
18,000 contractors nationwi de m ght have to cl ose shop and many nore woul d
join themin the next three to six nmonths if the econony did not inprove.

The associ ation has 7,500 nmenbers with 1,000 of themin Pul au Pinang.

Dr Affifuddin also said that several |ocal corporate figures had
responded to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's call to sel
their assets in foreign countries and repatriate the noney. -- BERNAMVA
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