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Mahat hi r - | nt er net
M SUSE OF | NTERNET CONFUSES PEOCPLE, SAYS MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 29 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said tonight the m suse of the Internet of |ate has caused
confusion to a | ot of people.

"While | welcone the Internet, unfortunately of late it is being
m sused, " he said at a |ive video conferencing during the Virtual
Commonweal t h Di al ogue in conjunction with the Miultinedia Asia '98 at a
hot el here.

The Prime Mnister highlighted the case of how sone Internet users had
reported that there would be sone kind of uprising by foreigners in
Mal aysi a, which resulted in people rushing to stock up essential goods.

The session thenmed "CGovernance in an Internetworked Wrld: Towards a
G obal Civilised Society, cuts across time zones and was conducted in an
open and transparent forumw th worl dwi de access, live via the Internet and
on tel evision.

"We got a lot of runors put in the Internet. It can |lead to confusion
Instead of better informing it confused people. W don't know which one is
true and and which one is not," said Dr Mahathir.

He said everyone nmust ensure that the Internet, as a tool to informthe
peopl e fast, served its purposes.

"And that nmeans not ending up with wong information," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who had earlier |launched the Virtual Commonwealth, was
participating as a panelist in the dial ogue session along with six others
i ncl udi ng from Washi ngt on, Geneva and Brussel

Panel i sts from Boston and New York could not be linked in the video
conf er enci ng.

Answering to a question from session noderator Tan Sri Razali |smail
who is the former UN general assenbly president, Dr Mahathir said he woul d
not like to predict the inpact of the Internet on political forms and
| eaders.

"I believe any new i nstrunent we have, it can always be used in two
ways - good and bad.

"Politicians, of course, like ne, would like to have the biggest
audi ence possible, but we want the audience listen to us and not to talk
back to us.

"But when you have an audi ence that has enlarged into mllions of
people in the country and all want to talk back and give their opinions to
you the result can be very confusing," he said.

The Prime Mnister said people have al ways been wong in their
predictions, like during the industrial age when they thought that they
could buy cheap clothing while the workers thought they would | ose jobs
t hr ough nechani sati on.

"For a tine people don't like the industrialisation, but naturally of
course people adjusted to industrialisation,” he said.

Dr Mahthir said with the information age now, everybody thought that it
was going to be great.

Peopl e thought that it would bring all the nations and everbody cl ose
together into a village in a small world where everbody rubbed shoul ders
wi th everybody el se.

"But already they are not rubbing shoulders. They are fighting each
other. Yet, before they did not have enem es.

"The enem es are at the nost their neighbours, but now everbody have



beconme their nei ghbours and they have nore enem es than ever before," he
sai d.

The Prime Mnister al so spoke on the need for the world to practice
tol erance when dealing with different cultures and ways of life.

He sai d everyone nmust recogni se the fact that there were great
simlarities between people and countri es.

The probl em of today was that sone nedia noghuls were so rich to the
extent that they bought everything and thus created the tendency for print
and electronic nedia to reflect the thinking of the nmedia owner, he said.

"It is the time to break up sone of the chain control of these people's
t hi nki ng.

"I would like to see the return of the old broadcasting, confined to
town where you got varieties. Getting the same news is very boring," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said attenpts to create universal values could sonetine
create problens as not all the val ues were acceptable.

He said the values of today were not much different than the Victorian
age where the gay novenent was not only tol erated but considered normal

The Prime Mnister said he read with horror that the British Nationa
Heal th Services would supply viagra pills to gays.

O her panelists were Dr Chandra Muzaffar (president, Internationa
Moverrent for a Just Wirld) representing social, cultural and community
i nterests, Tengku Datuk Dr Mbhaned Azzman Shari ffadeen (secretary, National
I nformati on Technol ogy Council Ml aysia) representing technol ogy interests,
Tan Sri Dr Ohman Yeop Abdul | ah (executive chairman, Miltinedia Devel opnent
Corporation) representing the private sector, Mark Ml loch Brown (vice
president for External and United Nations Affairs, Wrld Bank G oup)
representing gl obal devel opnent interest.

Martin Bangemann ( Conmi ssioner for Industrial Affairs, Information
Technol ogy and Tel ecomuni cati ons, European Conmi ssion) representing
Eur ope, Rubens Ri cupero (secretary-general, United Nations Conference on
Trade and Devel opnent) representing South America and gl obal trade
i nterests.
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