19/ 06/ 1998
M xed reaction to a speech that attenpted to drive hone a nessage

Rashi d Yusof

FOR a whil e yesterday, Wrld Cup fever took a back seat. Hours after
football fans, some in a state of sem -trance, saw Caneroon trounced 3-0
by Italy, attention shifted to the eagerly-awaited speech by Datuk Ahmad
Zahi d Ham di, the Umo Youth chief.

I n an environnent where readi ng between the lines is an art form the
hei ght ened anti ci pati on and buzz at the Putra Wrl d Trade Centre were
caused by the inpression that Zahid would fire a few sal vos when
del i vering his keynote address.

Li ke revealing the names of so-called cronies at the nornmally sedate
annual gathering of the Youth novenent, the precursor to the General
Assenbl y whi ch ki cks of f today.

The excitenent generated by what Zahi d was goi ng to say was evi dent from
t he queri es newsnen had for his Press ai de when he handed out the text of
hi s boss's speech.

"Did he (Zahid) sleep |ast night?" "How many tines did he change the
wor di ng?" "Did he watch the World Cup?" "Can you tell us whether he had a
fewalternative speeches, just in case?"

The Press was duly told that the speech, which had gai ned cel ebrity-
status because of sone of Zahid's earlier remarks, was ready "two days
ago" wi t hout any ensui ng changes.

Some 43 minutes later - that was how | ong the speech took - a big crowd
of del egates, observers, reporters, "watchers, anal ysts and | obbyi st s"

m ngl ed at the PWIC | obby to voice and solicit imredi ate reacti ons.
Opi nion was varied as to how Zahi d had performed.

"After all the build-up," said an Umo nmenber fromlpoh, "I thought that
it was an anti-clinmax."

There were praises too, fromthose who sawit as a well-argued speech.

Then there were those who attacked it. "At times, he played to the
gallery |li ke when he was telling the del egates that sone of the businesses
shoul d have gone to them " sai d soneone.

Sone observers believe Zahid achi eved what he had set out to do - to
drive home the nessage to Umo nenbers that some neasure of criticisns
(tegur-nenegur) was acceptabl e.

Thi s was echoed during the debate by the del egat es who, anong ot hers,
want ed an end to budaya nenganpu (a cul ture of pandering or currying
favour).

G ving a cal massessnent, a Mnister's political secretary descri bed
Zahi d's speech as "different”.

"For instance, he retained references to slogans |ike nepoti smand
cronyism"

Sore cl ained that this was a hint of subtle defiance.

There were dissenting views within the ranks. Said Umo Youth Jeli
di vi si on head Zahari Kecik: "W have to adnit that favouritismexists in
Umo Youth too."

From Pahang cane this view fromDatuk Suhaim |brahim 39, who is head
of the Mal aysi an Youth Council, Benta State Assenbl yman and vi ce- head of
t he Raub Umo Di vision. (He was not a del egate.):

"W shoul d give priority to attaini ng econom c recovery ... what was
said had to be sincere. It should serve as a rem nder."

Suhaim's then went on to say that Zahi d shoul d declare his assets to
prove that he was hinsel f clean.



A recurring theme during the debate was nepoti smand cronyi sm and nmuch
effort went into interpreting what these words really nmeant.

To the Arau Umo Youth division chief Ismail Kassim cronyi smand
nepoti smexi sted everywhere, including inthe (US President) Cinton
admi nistration and even in LimKit Siang' s DAP.

As reporters crowded round t he del egates seeking their intepretations to
proceeedi ngs yest erday, a del egate reasoned: "W are young" in a nanner
t hat was even apol ogetic, as if hoping to explain away and neutralise the
tone of some speakers.

Al'l these incidents had seem ngly eclipsed the Wnita Umo general
assenbly hel d at another hall but observers said the tone set by its
| eader, Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man whi ch preceded t he debate, was
equal |y inportant.

Speaki ng at her usual furious pace, Siti Zaharah gave the assurance that
the Wanita wing woul d remain united to defend the stability of the party,
Gover nment and country and would fully support the | eadership of Prinme
M ni ster and Unmo chi ef Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy,

Dat uk Seri Anwar | brahim
( END)
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