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Mahat hi r- Ret urn
MAHATH R RETURNS FROM MYANVAR

KUALA LUMPUR, March 10 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad returned today after a two-day visit to Myanmar.

He was net by Information Mnister Datuk Seri Mhanmed Rahmat, Donestic
Trade and Consumer Affairs Mnister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayob,
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr Abdul Hamid O hman and
corporate |l eaders on his arrival at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang near here.

VWile in Yangon, he held talks with Chairman of the State Peace and
Devel opnent Council (SPDC) Senior Gen Than Shwe.

Thei r di scussions focused on intra-Asean trade using Asean regional
currencies.

Speaking to reporters, he said that Myanmar, which becanme an Asean
menber in July last year, attracted a |lot of investnents since it swtched
to the market-driven econom c system

Dr Mahathir said he found that there was trenendous progress in Myanmar
and there were many hotels including five-star standard hotel s and
i ndustrial estates with a | arge nunber of factories.

On the use of Asean currencies in intra-Asean trade, he said: "They
were positive...they have agreed to use such currencies especially on a
bi | ateral paynent arrangenent."”

Asked whet her Myanmar will participate in the second Asi a-Europe
Meeting (Asem) in London next nmonth, Dr Mahathir said that Myanmar woul d
not take part.

"This is because Asemis not a bloc to bloc basis... its nenbership is
on an individual basis," he said.

Myanmar and Laos woul d not attend the neeting, he said. Laos al so
joined Asean in July last year. -- BERNANVA
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