23/ 07/ 1998
More than 300 projects revived (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Government's recent additional allocation of RML
billion for education has revived nore than 300 deferred projects

i nvol vi ng school s, public universities and pol ytechni cs.

The projects were deferred due to the country's econom ¢ probl ens.

Educati on M ni ster Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the projects included
t he buil di ng of new school s, quarters for teachers, polytechnics and
adding new facilities for schools and universities.

Qut of the RML billion, Najib said RO m|lion was for 175 primary
school s, RML10 million for 83 secondary schools, RW8.6 nmillion for two
pol ytechnics and RM36.6 mi | lion for 85 projects to provide quarters for
t eachers.

"Besides that, RM68.78 millionis for the renovati on and upgradi ng of
techni cal or vocational schools and RM334 nillion for public
universities," Najib said after his Mnistry's post-Cabi net nmeeting today.

Najib said the additional allocation would al so enabl e construction work
on two new pol ytechnics in Merlimu and Kota Ki nabal u to conti nue.

On the building of newmatriculation centres, Najib said work on four
centres woul d begin soon.

"We are hol ding discussions with the contractor, Mju Hol di ngs, on using
steel during the construction of the centres as this would enabl e work to
be conpleted faster. W hope they will be ready for the newintake next
year.

"W are still waiting for funds to continue with work on a college in
Kual a Li pis and two pol ytechnics in Kuli mand Tanj ung Malim For these
projects, we will have to wait for the outcone of the Governnent's
di scussions with the Wrld Bank."

Meanwhi | e, Works M ni ster Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu said the Governnent
was consi dering extending soft | oans to several concessi onaires of
privatised road and hi ghway projects facing difficulties. Thisisto
enable themto start or continue work, he added.

Sany Vel lu said the projects, worth about RM3 billion, included the
wi deni ng of roads and construction of interchanges.

Speaking to reporters at the Parlianent | obby, Samy Vellu said the
Fi nance M ni stry was now assessi ng t he proj ects whi ch shoul d be gi ven
priority.

Among the projects are the RM600 mi|lion New Pantai Expressway, the
Kaj ang Traffic Di spersal Schene, the Cheras-Kaj ang hi ghway and under gr ound
pedestrian crossi ngs at Jal an Tuanku Abdul Rahman and Jal an Raj a Laut.

I n Serenban yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
said the Governnent woul d be spending on | arge-scale infrastructura
projects to help trigger spin-offs in other sectors and kick-start the
econony.

Sany Vel lu said his Mnistry had been al |l ocated RV60OO m |l lion of the RVb
billion Infrastructure Devel opnent Fund announced by Deputy Prime M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahimearly this nonth.

Besi des hel ping to revive critical infrastructure projects which had
been deferred or abandoned, the fund woul d al so hel p speed up on-goi ng
projects so that they can be conpleted on time to boost the econony,
especially the construction sector.

On the RM3.6 billion East Coast hi ghway, Sany Vel lu said the concession
conpany, Mal aysia M ni ng Corporation, had asked for a RML50 m | |ion soft



loan to start the project.

He said the Cabi net today approved work to begin simultaneously in
Pahang and Terengganu. Under the original plan, work was to begin from
Karak to Kuantan, a distance of 175km at a cost of RM2 billion.

But follow ng appeal s fromthe Terengganu Governnent, work will al so
start on the Jabor-Chendering stretch. Asked when work woul d start, he
saidit could beginw thin six nonths after the signing of the concession
agreenment schedul ed for next nonth.
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