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Mbder n-day vi sionari es can serve as a beacon for the 21st century

Har un Hashi m

I SLAMcane to Indiain the year 712 when Arab Musliminvaders occupied t he
north west. In 1001 Sul tan Mahnud of Turkey (971-1030) took Islameastward
into the Punjab and beyond.

After the 12th century, the CGhurids of Afghani stan captured Mahnmud' s
I ndian enpire and build their own enpire which becane the powerf ul
Sul tanate of Del hi until a Mongol invasionin 1398 greatly reduced its
powers.

From 1519, Babur the Lion (1453-1530), a Muslimof Mngol extraction
crushed what was left of the Del hi Sultanate and in 1526 founded the
Mughal enpire. H s grandson, Akhbar the Great (1542-1605), extended it
t hroughout nost of northern I ndia and part of the Deccan.

By 1799 the British East |India Conpany had becone t he dom nant power in
India and by 1849, virtually the whol e of the | ndi an subcontinent was
under British control. The Muslins, nonethel ess, nade a | ast desperate
attenpt to reassert their forner authority and glory but were finally
crushed by the British during the Indian Mutiny of 1857 when t housands of
Musl i ms were massacred in Del hi.

By t he second half of the 19th century, |Indian Mislinms had becone a sad
spectacl e of inertia and degeneration steeped in ignorance, conservation,
traditionalismand superstitions. Then came Sir Syed Ahnad Khan (1817-
1898) who realised that the key to the upliftnent of his fell ow Muslins
was education in nmodern science and arts. In 1875 he founded the
Mohammadan Angl o-Oriental College at Aligarh after a visit to the Oxford
and Canbri dge universities. H's plan was to develop the college into a
university. His vision was realisedin 1920 when the col | ege becane t he
Al'igarh MuslimuUniversity, the 10th university in India, drawi ng students
fromall over India, to attend courses in Arts, Science, Social Sciences,
Commerce, Law, Theol ogy, Medi ci ne, Engi neering and Technol ogy.

In 1969 the Mal ays of Mal aysia realised that political independence and
power al one were not enough. In the aftermath of the May 13 riots, the
Gover nment of Tun Abdul Razak introduced the New Econonic Policy to create
an even playing field in economcs for the Mal ays to conpete with the non-
Mal ays.

From 1971 onwards, hundreds of young Mal ays were sent each year to
universitiesinthe United Kingdom United States, Canada, Australia and
New Zeal and. The Mal ays have si nce becone captai ns of i ndustry, bankers,
financiers and | eaders of the corporate world.

In this context, the fate of the Malays in their own country shoul d be
construed al ongside with the fate of Muslins inthe entire world. In 1977,
the First Wrld Conference on Musli mEducati on held in Mecca reconmended
the establishment of an International |slamic University.

It was becom ng evidently clear that the only way the Mislins coul d neet
t he chal | enges of the future was to equi p thensel ves with the know edge
and skills of nodern sci ence and t echnol ogy, economi cs and t he prof essi ons
in an era of globalisationin addition to being good practising Mislins.

In 1983, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t ook t he
initiativeto inplenment the 1977 Mecca recomrendati on by establ i shing the
International |slamc University Mal aysia with the Governnent of Mal aysi a
as the founder and co-sponsored by the Organi sati on of |slam c Conference.

The 11 UM operates as a conpany under the direction of a board of
governors consi sting of governnent representatives of Ml aysia,



Bangl adesh, Egypt, Libya, the Ml dives, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and
the O C. The university has close links with the League of Islamc

Uni versities, the International Association of Universities and the

Associ ation of Commonweal th Universities. It has a brand new per manent
canmpus at Gonbak in Sel angor of fering courses in Reveal ed Knowl edge, Human
Sci ences, Econom cs and Managenent, Law, Engi neering, Architecture and
Post - G aduat e St udi es; a branch canmpus for Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy,
Nur si ng and Sci ence at Kuantan, and a branch canmpus for Law and Reveal ed
Know edge at Kual a Ter engganu.

The university is truly international with Misli mstudents from96
countries refl ecting the geographic and cultural diversity of the ummah.
The teaching and research staff consists of em nent academ cians fromthe
East and the West.

Islamis a religion of peace. Yet today, Muslins continue to kill each
other in spite of Quranic injunctions prohibiting suchkillings. Wrse,
Muslims get killed by non-Mislins and the rest of the Islamic world hardly
reach out to assist their fell ow Mislins.

Perhaps in the 21st century, the new generation of Muslims will be
noti vated by nodern-day visionaries |like Sir Syed Ahnmad Khan, Tun Abdul
Razak and Dr Mahathir for a brighter, peaceful and prosperous future of

t he unmah.
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