23/ 07/ 1998
Moggi e: Investnment in IT vital for future

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by Al ex Choong; Cheah Chor Sooi; Ai non Mohd
THE Governnent i s confident that the big sumof noney spent to devel op
i nformation technol ogy i nfrastructureisjustified because it will be an
i nvestment for the future.

Ener gy, Tel ecommuni cati ons and Posts M ni ster Datuk Leo Moggie saidin
order not to be |l eft behind, Ml aysia needed to be equi pped with IT
facilities.

"Al though we are faced with econom ¢ hardship, the RV600 al l ocation for
the industry is worth every sen as we require sufficient infrastructure to
ensure the sucess of our Multimedi a Super Corridor project.

"We are wel com ng Malaysian I T experts to return hone and toget her
participate in the devel opnent of MSC," he said when w nding up points
rai sed by MPs in the debate on the Communi cati ons and Ml timedi a
Conmi ssion Bill 1998.

Mbggi e al so reiterated that the peopl e should not be "pani cky or
pessi m stic" about the adverse effects of the mllenniumbug (Y2K) on
busi nesses.

"There is no country in the world as yet which can determ ne the actua
i mpact of Y2K. However, we do not want to get caught with our pants down
either," he said, adding that a steering commttee had been set up to | ook
into the Y2K probl em

Earlier during the debate, Chia Kwang Chye (BN Bukit Bendera) said the
est abl i shment of the Conmuni cations and Miul ti medi a Commi ssion was vital in
the light of el ectronic conmerce.

He added that el ectronic commerce - carried out either through the
Internet or other available electronic nethods - woul d deternine the
econonmi c grow h of the country.

"A study carried out by the World Trade Organi sati on shows e-comrerce
through the Internet is expected to reach RML. 1 trillion by 2001 fromthe
present R0 million."

Chi a expressed fear of problens arising fromthe inpl enentation of e-
commerce initsinitial stages and hoped that the Appeal Board provided
under the Conm ssi on woul d resol ve such probl ens.

On the issue of Y2K conpliance, he said if the conputer could not
recogni se "00" cone m dni ght on Dec 31, 1999, a host of probl ens woul d
beset maj or government agenci es or departnents and private conpani es.

"This problemis not only confined here but is a universal one," he
sai d, adding that steps nust be taken nowto address the probl ens.

Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN Batang Lupar) said the setting up of the
Commi ssi on woul d not only address problens related to nultinmedia and
i nformation technol ogy but would al so be entrusted with the task of
| ooking i nto the social, educational and technol ogi cal aspects inthis
i ndustry.

He al so urged the Comni ssion to pay particular attention to the conputer
| anguage that was bei ng used at present.

"We see that English is the main conputer | anguage and there is fear
t hat Bahasa Mal aysia wi |l be scrapped,” he said, addi ng sormething had to
be done wher eby conputer users woul d be abl e use Bahasa Mal aysi a as wel | .

WAn Junai di al so touched on possible maj or worl dwi de recession if
countries set aside huge anobunts of noney to tackle the Y2K probl em

As such, he suggested that the Ml aysi an Gover nment wit hhol d
conput eri sation programes until after the year 2000.



"This will go a | ong way in avoi di ng bei ng caught by the Y2K bug."

For the proposed fund under the Act, he hoped t hat tel ecomunication
provi ders woul d contribute toit and that the Comm ssion woul d use this
fund to provide better conmunication facilities to the rural areas.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) proposed that a Val uation Board be set up
t o eval uat e conmpani es whi ch have been gi ven MSC status, particularly those
whi ch have fail ed.

At present nore than 180 conpani es, he said, had applied for MSC status
and nore than 110 had been approved.

Dr Tan said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had been

reported as saying that these conpani es woul d i nvest RMA.3 billioninthe
first five years and they are expected to earn nore than RML3 billion on
their investnents.

"The econom c problemw Il in sonme way affect those who have invested in

the MSC," Dr Tan added.

He al so proposed that a government-supported scherme be initiated to help
Mal aysi an conpanies in the MSC

Such a schene, he said, would help small conpani es to devel op and becone
maj or pl ayers.

"I't is not inpossible that a |ocal conpany will becone the next
M crosoft in the world," Dr Tan added.

Mohamad Sabu ( Pas- Kubang Kerian) urged the Governnent torelax its
stringent stand on confidentiality of information

Wt hout sone degree of openness, he said, the Governnent woul d be seen
as hiding the truth, thus evoking the curiosity of the peopletoturnto
forei gn news reports.

Referring to the riot at the Senmenyih canp for illegal immgrants in
May, he said: "The people were attracted to reports by the London Cbserver
as the newspaper carried stories that were not carried by | ocal nedia.

"Simlarly, | ocal businessnentendto place their faith in econonic
reports provided by Singapore or Hong Kong-based anal ysts.

"Al though the content of the reports are at tines radical, thereis
al ways sone degree of truth in them"

He sai d censorship shoul d exist side-by-side with freedom

( END)
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