31/ 10/ 1998
Mbggi e to head new Mul ti media Mnistry (HL)

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Energy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nistry
wi Il be renamed Ener gy, Comuni cations and Multimedia Mnistry from
Sunday, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad announced t oday.

To be headed by Dat uk Leo Moggi e, the M nistry woul d, anong ot hers,
chart the long-termstrategy of the communi cations and nul ti nedi a
i ndustry.

Dr Mahathir said it would take over the supervisory and policy aspects
of broadcasting fromthe Information Mnistry.

The new M nistry will come out with the organi sational structure,
outlining the newfunctions for comunications and mul ti nedi a, regarding
its interpretations and |l ong-termstrategy for the devel opnent of the
i ndustry.

Dr Mahathir told a Press conference at the Prime M nister's Depart nent
t hat t he Mal aysi an Conmmuni cati ons and Mul ti medi a Commi ssi on woul d al so be
establ i shed fromSunday with a | aunchi ng grant of RML22 milli on.

Fornmer Tel ekom Mal aysi a executive director Dr Syed Hussei n Mbhamed, 59,
will beits first chairman.

Syed Hussei n resi gned as Tel ekom Mal aysi a executive director in June
1993 to set up an engi neering consul tancy but renmai ned a non-executive
director.

The Prime Mnister said with the conm ssion as the single regulatory
authority for the converged i ndustry of tel ecommuni cations, broadcasting
and conputing, the rol e of Jabatan Tel ekom Mal aysi a woul d be di spl aced.

Sone of its technical functions will be taken over by the conm ssion.
However, since the Conmuni cati ons and Multinedia Act will only take effect
fromApril 1 next year, Jabatan Tel ekomw Il only cease to exist then.

Moggi e, Information M nister Datuk Seri Mohamed Rahmat and Chi ef
Secretary to the Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli were al so present at
the Press conference.

Asked on the position of the Information Mnistry, Dr Mahathir saidit
woul d continue to function as usual. Only its licensing role is affected,
which in sone cases, will be shared with the new Mnistry.

Dr Mahathir said: "Non-information matters will be managed by this
M nistry and the commi ssion. "

El aborating, the Prine Mnister said previously |icences were i ssued by
the Information Mnistry.

"We found that this overlaps with the functions of Tel econmuni cati ons
M ni stry (Energy, Posts and Tel ecomuni cations Mnistry). Nowthat a new
M ni stry has been set up, it will take over this role.

"However, for broadcasting in the country, both Mnistries will hold
di scussi ons before licences are issued," he added.

The Information Mnistry will continue to be responsible for the policy
devel opnent and i npl enent ati on concer ni ng t he di ssem nati on of gover nment
i nformati on, and for the managenent and operations of RTM

The Prime M nister said the regulatory function of the Departnment of
Posts woul d al so be i ncorporated into the functions of the comi ssion
together with the responsibility of inplenentingthe Digital Signature Act
1997.

This takeover will happen |ater as the Postal Services Act has to be
anended, with the Treasury and Public Services Departnent to | ook into the
organi sational structure and the position of affected staff.



Several related bodies will be established, Iike the industry forum
appeal tribunal and technical standards.
( END)
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