04/ 05/ 1998

Mohanmed: Rotating post of CMwon't affect Sabah BN

KOTA KI NABALU, Sun. - The rotation of the post of Sabah Chief M nister has
not affected the effectiveness of the State adm nistration and the
strength of the State Bari san Nasional .

BN secretary-general Datuk Mohaned Rahmat sai d BN was a di sciplined
party and its menbers woul d respect and accept whoever was chosen by the
| eadership as the Chief Mnister under the rotati on system

Under the system the chief ministershipis rotated every two years
anong the Musli mBum putera, non-MislimBum putera and Chi nese.

He sai d Sabah BN woul d remai n united and strong irrespective of who was
appoi nted to repl ace Dat uk Yong Teck Lee whose two-year termends on May
28.

Clarifying reports quoting himsaying that the next Chief M nister need
not be a Kadazan, Mbhaned sai d what he neant was as | ong as the person was
a non- Musl i mBumi putera, he or she was eligible to be Chief Mnister.

He sai d Kadazan, Dusun, Mirut and Rungus were all categorised as non-
Musl i m Bumi put er a.

Speaking after a neeting with State Umo | eaders at a hotel, he said he
bel i eved t he vi ews of BN conponent parties i n Sabah woul d be sought on the
appoi ntrent of a non-MislimBum putera as the next Chief Mnister.

On the stand of Sabah Umo, he said it had gi ven Umo president and
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad t he mandate to deci de on the
matter.

Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Joseph Kurup, who is Parti Bersatu Rakyat
Sabah president, and Tourismand Environnent M nister Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok, who is Parti Denokrati k Sabah presi dent, have been tipped as
i kely candidates to replace Yong.

( END)
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