20/ 06/ 1998

Mohamed Ali won't say if he will seek Youth post

DEPUTY Transport M ni ster and supreme council nmenber Dat uk Mohaned Al
Rustamis non-committal on whether he woul d chal |l enge Umo Yout h chi ef
Dat uk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi in next year's party election

"I have not given it any thought yet," he replied when asked by
reporters to confirmtal ks that he would offer hinself as a candi date for
the nmovenent's top post.

Mohamed Ali | aughed when it was pointed out that his reluctance torule
out chal |l engi ng Zahi d, indicated that he m ght do so.

Yest erday, Kuantan Umo Youth | eader Abdul Hami d Mohd Azhar, while
debating the resol uti on on econony at the Youth assenbly, had, on a |ight
note, said Mohaned Ali, being the head of the World Youth body, m ght be
consi dered a suitabl e candi date to | ead Umo Yout h.

Mohanmed Ali sai d nembers shoul d not be preoccupi ed with next year's
party elections as there were nore pressing matters now li ke addressi ng
the nation's econoni c probl ens and enhancing party unity.

On the presidential address, Mohaned Ali said Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad hi ghl i ghted the i nportance of Mal aysians not falling prey to
external attenpts to col onise the country again

"They are saying that we are to be blanmed for our econonic woes and
trying to shift attention fromthe truth, whichis the role of currency
traders in underm ning the regi on's econoni es.

"They wanted us to get the bl ane while they continued nmaking a fortune
out of our nisery," he added

On Umo Youth's criticismagainst the practices of nepoti smand
cronyi sm Mbhaned Ali said there were bigger i ssues on hand that needed to
be resol ved.

"We shoul d not be trapped by such i ssues. They say Suharto practised
nepoti smand cronyi smwhich contributed to the collapse of the Indonesian
econony.

"But how about Thail and and t he Phili ppi nes whose economni es are al so
suffering? Does this nmean they are al so i nvol ved i n nepoti smand
cronyi sn?"

He said the West al so practised cronyismlike supporting countries which
they |i ked and suppressing those, |ike Mal aysi a, which dared to go agai nst
t hem
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