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Mokht ar Hashi murges respect for rule of |aw

Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Former Culture, Youth and Sports M nister Datuk
Mokht ar Hashim who was given a royal pardon for the nmurder of a
politician in 1983, said everyone should respect the rule of |aw and not
under m ne the i ndependence of the judiciary.

He said: "I have never doubted the i ndependence of the judiciary, nor
did any politiciantry to influence the decision of the court when | was
on trial."”

"Al though I was a Cabinet Mnister, no one interfered with the trial to
nmake thi ngs easier for ne," said Mokhtar, who is Negri Senbilan Umo
treasurer.

Mokhtar told the New Straits Tinmes in an intervi ewtoday that when he

was on trial, it had never crossed his nmnd to ask his supporters to stage
denonstrations or start rioting.
"Infact, | rem nded themthrough ny political secretary not to raise

the matter in any forum including the Umo general assenbly."

He sai d those organi si ng denmonstrations agai nst the Governnent were
risking the possibility of others exploiting themand causing riots.

"I'f this happens, those organi sing the denpnstrati ons cannot cl ai mt hat
they are not responsible for the riots," he added.

He said to avoid such unruly incidences, the denonstrations shoul d not
be held in the first place

"Wrst, they will also be held responsible if the country's political
stability and econony are affected.”

Mokht ar sai d nmany peopl e who took part in the internmittent street
dermonstrations in the | ast few weeks in support of Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahimdid so wi thout knowing the full details of his expulsion.

Anwar was sacked as Deputy Prinme M nister and Finance M nister on Sept 2
and expelled fromUmo the foll ow ng day.

Mokhtar said it was the prerogative of the Prime Mnister to sack any
m ni ster and the deci sion to expel an Umo nenber was a matter for the
party's suprene council .

"They (Anwar's supporters) should bl ane the suprene council or the
constitution for the action taken agai nst Anwar, not the Prime Mnister."

Mokht ar sai d by organi si ng denponstrations, those i nvol ved were guilty of
trying to underm ne the nation's progress.

"They have no regard for what the country has achi eved within such a
short peri od.

"They think the country's success fromwhich they are now benefiting had
al ways been there and was achi eved wi thout any effort," he said.

Mokht ar was found guilty by the Hi gh Court for the nurder of forner
Negri Senbilan State Assenbly Speaker Datuk Taha Talib, a decision upheld
by the Federal Court which rejected his appeal.

Mokht ar, then a Cabi net M nister and MP for Tanmpin with strong grassroot
support in Umo, was sentenced to death on March 5, 1983 for comm tting
t he of fence outside Taha's house at Kanpung Seri Asahan, Genencheh, Negri
Senbi | an, about 1.30amon April 14, 1982.

H s appeal agai nst the death sentence was rejected by the Federal Court
on July 23, 1983

However on March 2, 1984, the death sentence was conmuted to life
i mpri sonnment by the Pardons Board. He was rel eased fromprison ei ght years
later followi ng a royal pardon



Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had on several
occasi onsci ted past cases where senior mnisters went through the due
process of |aw but none of their supporters had resorted to street
denonstrations.

"I'n fact when the prosecution wanted to transfer the case out of Tanpin,
| did not object,” Mkhtar said.

Mokhtar got his first break in politics when he won t he Renbau
Parliamentary seat in 1972. Fromthen on, his clinmb up the political
| adder was i npressive.

At 32, he becane the country's youngest Deputy M ni ster when he was
appoi nt ed Deputy M nister of Agriculture and Rural Devel opnment in 1974.

This culmnated in his appointment as a Mnister six years | ater when he
assunmed the Culture, Youth and Sports portfolio.

Mokht ar retai ned his Cabi net post when he was re-el ected to Parlianment
in the 1982 general el ection.

He was el ected an suprene council nenber in 1978 and retained his
posi tion when he got the third highest votes inthe party elections in
1981, the same year Dr Mahathir becane the Prime M nister.
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