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Morment um of devel opnent in Cyberjaya buil di ng up

Mari na Tan

THE f 1 edgl i ng busi ness comunity of Cyberjaya, the country's first
"intelligent" city, is expected to multiply by year-end, boosted by the
conpl etion of additional hones and hi gh-tech office space.

In fact, the city - still inits early stage of devel opnent - and
| argely occupi ed by pal mtrees - shoul d surpass the Governnent's target of
50 conpani es by Decenber, sai d Datuk Kari mAbu Bakar, chief executive
officer of its primary devel oper Cybervi ew Sdn Bhd.

"Qur work is already a year ahead of schedul e and we have received
tremendous response froml ocal conpanies and nulti-national corporations,"”
he told the New Straits Tinmes at his office in Taman Desa i n Kual a Lunpur
recently.

Cyberviewis entrusted with devel opi ng the Fl agshi p Zone, a 2, 800-
hectare area in the eastern hal f of Cyberjaya whi ch has been desi gnat ed as
the catal yst for the devel opnent of the 7,000ha city.

As the master devel oper, Cyberviewis responsible for building primary
infrastructure and selling parcels of |and to sub-devel opers and
i ndi vi dual purchasers to devel op according to their own specifications.

"W received a |l ot of requests to speed things up which, on the back of
t he econonmi ¢ downturn, was only possi bl e through the Governnent's support,
particularly that of the Prinme M nister and Deputy Prine Mnister."

Cybervi ew, Kari msaid, intended to have nore than oil palmtrees upto
wel cone foreign visitors here for the Conmonweal th Ganmes in Septenber and
the Asia Pacific Econonic Co-operation neeting in Novenber.

"At the nonent, we are working together with infrastructure providers
i ke Tel ekom Ml aysi a and the Public Works Departnent toinstall the 2.5
to 10 gigabit fibre-optics backbone and some of the najor roads.

"By August, the fibre-optics backbone will be ready, and we will have
about 140 apartnents and about 50, 000 square feet of office space ready by
the end of the year," he said.

The new of fice space is in addition to the 25,000 square feet at
Cybervi ew Lodge' s MSC headquarters, already fully occupied by 11
i nformati on technol ogy-based conpani es.

"The apartments will provi de nuch needed housing to the know edge
wor kers.

"They may al so house | ecturers for Tel ekom Mal aysia's Multinedi a
Uni versity, which will have its first phase ready around Novenmber and
admt some 3,000 students by January," Kari msai d.

Kari msaid t he Water Works Departnent, Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd and Petronas
had assured hi mof "high-quality, efficient and uninterrupted supply of
utilities" for Cyberjaya.

"W have al so recei ved good response fromot her devel opers interested in
bui I di ng up the Fl agshi p Zone's commerci al area.

"W have closed a deal with one in particular, who in tw to three
nmonths' time will start building 150 nmedi um and hi gh-cost apartnents next
to MMJ, and one or two others have nore or |ess confirmed," he said.

Far fromsl owi ng down, Kari msaid, the nonentumof devel opnent in the
FI agshi p Zone and in Cyberjaya would only continue to build up.

"Now t here are about 150 conpani es with MSC status, 84 of which are
al ready i n operation around the Klang Vall ey. They nust operate in
Cyberjaya within two years," he said

"I'n fact, apart fromthe 11 which have nmoved i nto Cybervi ew Lodge and



t he 40- odd whi ch have confirmed booki ngs, we are expecting another 30
agreenents to be signed in the next couple of nonths."

I ndeed, the Multi medi a Devel opnent Cor poration has done such a good
marketing job that even before Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohanmad performed t he ground- breaki ng cerenony | ast May, 34 conpani es had
confirmed bookings for space within Cyberjaya and seven had actual ly
identified specific locations inthe city.

Early birds are given an incentive to sign up for freehold land in
Cyberjaya - six nonths' free Internet service, plus a 25 per cent di scount
on the fee of RM4 per square foot.

Devel opnment of the Flagship Zone itself will be carried out in two main
phases, with Phase One (1997 to 2006) focusing on providi ng a conduci ve
wor ki ng environment for | T/nul ti medi a i ndustries and conmerci al
requirenments.

Phase Two, from 2000 to 2011, will concentrate on neeting the
requi rement for world-class green |iving.

"Even now, you can see that nany of the roads we are building are rather
curvy, and we only cut down trees on actual building sites when necessary
inorder to preserve the natural contours of the | andscape, " Kari msai d.

The city will also aimto epitoni se the concept of nmasyarakat nmdani
(civil society) through social engineering - allocations for |ow cost
housi ng.

"W have provided housing for the | ower i ncone group and we nay al so
i nsi st that other devel opers in the Flagship Zone allocate | and for |ow
and nmedi um cost housing," he said.

Resi dents of Cyberjaya and "sister city" Putrajaya will also share
access to a high-tech City Control Centre, which centralises information
ontraffic, utility, weather, hone/business security and ot her aspects of
comunity Iiving.
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