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MONEY PCOLI TI CS STILL SURFACE | N PRESENT ECONOM C SI TUATI ON

By: Ahmad Zuki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, April 1 (Bernama) -- Politicians don't seemto know the
meani ng of economic turnoil. Oherwise it was unlikely for conplaints over
nmoney politics being raised during the recently concluded Umo divi sion
nmeeti ngs.

In effect, the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) had questioned severa
Sel agor and Kedah Umo nenbers over such cl ai ns.

This pronpted Prime Mnister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to state that Umo was prepared to dismss those invol ved
regardl ess of their position. "W fear that the people will despise and
| oathe Umo if there had been corrupt practices in the party election,” he
sai d openi ng the del egates neeting of Kubang Pasu Umo of which he is the
| eader.

In tackling the problem several proposals had been nmade, specifying
the inmportance of the party tightening the conditions for candi dates
seeki ng divisional positions.

Thi s include inposing the mni mum nom nati on percentage for candi dates
and al so their nmenbership duration before being allowed to contest the
party posts at divisional |evel.

At present, a candidate only has to come up with two nom nations from
the branches for the contests.

The situation had brought the assunption that those with the financi al
means can contest any key positions although they have just joined the
party.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said nost of the
conpl ai nts brought before the party's nanagenent and disciplinary committee
were caused by the contests. This includes allegations of noney politics
during canpai gni ng.

As a result of these reports, actions were taken agai nst those
i nvol ved, including suspension of party menbership, stripping their rights
to contest and al so a stern warning agai nst those naking fal se reports.

"W al so don't want people naking fal se reports, or making such reports
only to annoy others...this will aggravate the situation,” he said.

Wth all the 165 Umo di bi si ons havi ng concl uded their del egates
nmeetings, the party will focus attention on its com ng general assenbly
scheduled to be held fromJuly 19 to 21

Many have been successful in defending their seats, and many divisions
have new | eaders |ike the Pokok Sena and Merbok, both in Kedah, and Miar
and Mersing in Johor.

Besi des there are also "pesonalities"” making a cone back as party
del egates to the general assenbly as former Social Welfare M nister Datuk
Shahrir Abdul Samad as a case in point.

Shahrir has returned to head the Johor Baharu Umo Division after he
was gi ven passage by Johore Baharu MP Khal ed Nordin. Khaled step aside to
take the deputy | eader post, after conceding to Shahir to resume the
| eader shi p post he once hel d.

Anot her stalwart whom made a coneback was Gua Miusang MP Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah now heads the Gua Miusang Umo Divi sion

This followed the party's suprene council decision for the post be
given to the former Semangat Mel ayu 46 president, edging the incunbent
di vi si onal chief Saupi Deraman to second pl ace.

The divisional elections also saw the w thdrawal of veterans |ike Datuk



Azman Attar who pulled out fromthe contest for the | eadership post of the
Federal Territory's Batu Umo Division at the |last mnute.

Azman who had |l ed the division for 12 years nmade the decision to nake
way for his deputy Datuk Azrat Gull Amirzat Gull to nove up as the new
| eader.

Former Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Dr Abdul Hami d Pawanteh al so had to
cancel his earlier intention of withdrawing to conply with the party
deci sion. The suprenme council had determ ned which of its nmenbers shoul d
not be chal |l enged during the el ections.

Former Mel aka Chief Mnister Tan Sri Rahim Tanmby Chik failed in his bid
to return to active politics when he was defeated at Kota Mel aka.

In Kedah, state exco Ahmad Lebai Sudin gave up his state position to
contest the Pokok Sena divisional |eader post, and won agai nst the
i ncunbent Dat uk Paduka Abdul Rahman |brahimwho is also a state exco.

Ahmad had to give up his exco post following the Menteri Besar's
directive barring any state exco nenber without party post to contest the
di vi si onal | eadership post.

Accordi ng to Sabbaruddin, Umo will conduct a post-nortem of the
conduct of the divisional neetings in its efforts to i nprove the weakness.

"Any managanment will do likewise, to inprove," he said in a TV
interview. Al the party divisions conpleted their del egates' neetings on
March 12.

During the period, the nmanagenent and disciplinary commttee directed
several divisions to hold fresh neetings because of irregularities
including the election of their |eaders. --BERNAVA
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