06/ 04/ 1998
More checks to ensure water is safe to drink (HL)

Azran Aziz

ROWPI N, Sun. - As the acute water shortage continues, the Health Mnistry
has ordered the relevant parties to increase daily tests on water supply
to quell a possible outbreak of contagious di seases.

The tests are to prevent the outbreak of diseases |ike cholera and
typhoi d, Health M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng sai d today.

The Sel angor Wat erwor ks Departnent, Puncak N aga Sdn Bhd - the conpany
awar ded the water supply privatisation schene in the Kl ang Valley - and
the mnistry's engineering division have been ordered to nonitor the
tests.

"W want to ensure that water supply to consuners is clean and safe for
consunption," he said after visiting the district health centre here

Chua said water at treatnment plants, along the distribution network and
intankers nmust be tested to ensure there was adequate chlorine - the
agent that kills mcro-organi sns that cause contagi ous di seases.

There had been reports that the ammonia level in the rivers which
supplied water to treatnent plants was hi gher t han usual due to pollution
fromfactories and houses | ocated on river banks.

"Ammonia i s not harnful to health,"” he said, "but if the |level is too
high, it will absorb the chlorine and reduce the capacity of chlorine to
kill the m cro-organisns."”

Chua sai d Sel angor Wat erwor ks Depart nent and Puncak Ni aga woul d ensure
t here was adequate chlorine in the water at their treatnment plants.

In arelated devel opnent, he said the nministry had yet to receive
reports that operations of government hospitals inthe Klang Val |l ey were
af fected by the water shortage.

"But we have rem nded all State Governnents that hospitals shoul d be
given priority in the event of any water cut.

"We know t hat hospital s nust al ways have a hi gh standard of cl eanliness
as the imunity systemof patients is weak and they are easily exposed to
infection."”

Meanwhi [ e, at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport in
Subang, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mgave an assurance
that water - sourced fromlakes and ponds - produced by ultrasource plants
was saf e.

"Sanpl es have been tested and the results showed the water is safe," he
said after welcoming Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Myhamad who
returned from London

Asked whet her those responsi ble for the water shortage shoul d be held
accountabl e, he said: "Let's settle the problemfirst."

( END)



	More checks to ensure water is safe to drink (HL) (NST 06/04/1998)

