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More | ocal products shoul d be franchi sed, says Dr M

DESPI TE t he rapid growt h of the franchi se business in the country, too few
i nvol ve | ocal products, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad
says.

In the food franchising business, for exanple, nost of the products
available in the | ocal narket are Western food. This is despite there
bei ng enough expertise and i ncentives to pronote such | ocal delights as
nasi | emak, satay and | aksa.

"Alot nore | ocal products can be pronoted through franchising," Dr
Mahat hir said at a franchi se award cerenony i n Kual a Lunpur | ast night.

In fact, the Prine Mnister said he found that many ot her sectors of the
econony and ar eas of busi ness have not been explored for their franchise
potenti al .

He al so said Mal aysians will need to be nore pioneering inthe field
i nstead of treating franchise as nerely an opportunity to distribute
forei gn products.

He called on all parties involved in the business to strive harder,
especi ally since the devel opnent of | ocal product franchising could be a
key in the Governnent's effort to pronote the export of Ml aysi an- nade
products.

Dr Mahat hir said in devel opi ng | ocal products franchising, there nust be
comitnent to i ntensive research and devel opment, which requires tine,
noney and a |l ot of skill.

The Government, he said, feels that franchising is a good way to
encour age Bumi puteras to join the business sector.

"I nstead of starting their own busi nesses (fromscratch), it is better
touse franchising... it would not difficult to sell products under the
franchi se systembecause they are al ready known, " he said, adding it would
only invol ve i nprovi ng and adapti ng the products to the | ocal environnent.

"They must be ready to put up sone capital ... (then they will be) given
training (by the franchi sors) and a place to start the business,” he said.

Dr Mahat hir then presented franchi se awards to Nel son KTT Product, which
was named as the Mbst Promi sing Franchi sor of the Year; Edaran O onobil
Nasi onal Bhd for Homegrown Franchi sor of the Year and t he Franchi sor of
t he Year; and Langkawii Crystaal Sdn Bhd as the I nternational Honeghrown
Franchi sor of the Year.

He al so | aunched t he Mal aysi an Franchi se Associ ation's website at
http://ww. nfa.org. my. The I nternet honmepage provides a direct link to the
association' s directory and offers informati on onits annual activities.
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