06/ 09/ 1998

More | eaders urge citizens to support Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Mdre Umo | eaders cane forward today to urge the
people torally round Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and
t he Governnent, saying that the renoval of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfrom
al | Government positions and his expul sion fromthe party were necessary
for the good of the nation

They sai d t he peopl e shoul d understand t hat Umo took such a drastic
action as the party had enough information to justify his expul sion

I n Kual a Terengganu, party information chief Datuk Dr Yusof Nor said the
Ummo supremre council's unani mous deci si on to expel Anwar fromthe party
was to safeguard the dignity and honour of Umo.

"Umo was not acting like a court and neting out puni shnment when it
expel | ed Anwar, but was nmerely safeguardi ng its nenbers and ensuring t hat
they followed | slanic teachings," he said.

He added that Umo woul d mobunt a nati onwi de canpaign to explain Anwar's
expul sion fromthe party to prevent confusi on anong nenbers.

"Umo initially did not entertain tal k about Anwar's scandal, thinking
it was fabrication and a result of envy," he said.

He said Dr Mahathir previously had confidence i n Anwar and on nunerous
occasions had said that Anwar woul d be his successor

"Unfortunately inthe mdst of this, the Prime Mnister was faced with
statenents and di scl osures which he found difficult to ignore.

"I'n order to safeguard the i mage of the party, race and country, he had
to act with great reluctance agai nst his deputy whomhe had trusted," he
said, adding that the party had no choice but to take a firmstand on the
i ssue.

In Renbau, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Samad urged the
people to rally round the Government and to continue their support and
efforts to devel op the country.

Mohamed | sa cal | ed upon t he peopl e, especially Umo nenbers, to remain
cal mand patient in regards to any issue related to the action taken
agai nst Anwar .

"The public should not take the lawinto their own hands but instead
have full confidence in the country's | eadership,” he said.

He said Anwar's decision to establish areformnovenent in the country
was his right.

In Alor Star, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d said the Governnent
woul d take al | necessary steps to correct any m sconception that m ght
arise fromAnwar's renoval .

He sai d Umo | eaders woul d al so expl ai n reasons behi nd t he actions taken
agai nst Anwar .

"Many peopl e may be shocked and confused after recent devel opnents
concerning Anwar and this is a nornal reaction.

"However, | believe the people will have greater understandi ng of the
whol e matter once the truth starts conming out ... inthe end the truth
will prevail," he said.

Asked if recent political devel opments woul d af fect the upcom ng KL
Commonweal t h Ganes, Sanusi said: "I don't think athletes would run any
sl ower just because Anwar is no | onger the Deputy Prinme Mnister."

In Banting, State Umo |iai son conmittee chai rman Dat uk Abu Hassan Qmar
said he had directed all 17 Sel angor Ummo di vi si on heads as wel |l as Youth
and Wanita chiefs to explain to nenbers, the reasons behi nd Anwar' s



renmoval .

He i ssued the directive last night after chairing an two-hour neeting
with all Umo divisional heads, Youth and Wanita | eaders and State
Assenbl ynen.

The directive, Abu Hassan said, was gi ven because he di d not want people
to get wong information.

"Even though the electronic and print nmedi a have been gi ving a cl ear
pi cture of the situati on and the reasons behi nd expul sion, there m ght be
peopl e especi ally i n kampungs and rural areas who woul d want to hear it
fromtheir | eaders," he added.

Meanwhi | e, Umo suprene council nmenber Datuk Seri Rafi dah Azi z said
Anwar' s expul sion fromthe party had nothing to do with politics, economc
issues or his relationship with Dr Mahathir.

She sai d t he expul sion and his renoval as Deputy Prine Mnister and
Fi nance M ni ster were solely due to problens arising fromhis all eged
m sconduct as nentioned in the book 50 Dalil Mengapa Anwar Ti dak Bol eh
Jadi PM (50 Reasons Why Anwar Cannot be Prine Mnister).

Rafi dah, who is the Mnister of International Trade and | ndustry, said
this after signing the mnutes of the Kual a Lunpur-Tai peh Trade and
I nvest ment Meeting in Kual a Lunpur.

She expressed regret over the statenments nmade by Anwar foll ow ng his
renoval fromthe Governnent, saying they gave the i npression of
instability in the country.

"Not only can this instil negative feelings anong | ocal people, but also
have an i npact on foreign investors wishingtoinvest inthis country.
They may defer their intentions (to invest here)," she said.

Rafidah al so hit out at Anwar for allegedly getting university
students, youth associ ations and non-government al organi sations i nvol ved
in the canpaign to defend him

I n Kot a Ki nabal u, Sabah Umo |i ai son conmittee secretary Datuk Yahya
Hussi n sai d Anwar's expul si on had no bearing onthe solidarity in Sabah
Umo.

He said the | atest devel opment woul d al so have no effect on the State
Bari san Nasi onal .

"Umo menbers in Sabah nmust respect decisions taken by the council and
continue giving their full support to the Umo president and Prine
M nister," he said.

In Kangar, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi murged civil
servants in the State to accept the realities of the present situation,

i ncluding the Anwar's renoval fromthe Governnent.

He said he did not want themto m sinterpret what was happeni ng and
criticise the Government, especially Dr Mahathir.

"As Government officials and staff, | amsure you can think rationally
as the Prime Mnister would surely not have acted drastically if the
matter was not related to econoni ¢ probl ems and national security."”

Shahi dan urged all civil servants in the State to support Dr Mahathir in
his efforts to revive the country's econony.

I n Mal acca, suprene council nmenber Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustamsaid
Anwar's use of the foreign media to defend hinself was a show of
di srespect to the country's administrative system

Ali, who is also State Umo |iaison deputy chief, described the action
as i nappropriate and desperate.

The fornmer Umo deputy president had given a 10-m nute tel ephone
interviewto the CNN yesterday in which he denied the all egations agai nst
hi m

Ali, who is al so Deputy Transport M nister, added such action only
showed Anwar's insincerity and displ easure.



"I amsad that he has allowed hinmself to be used by the foreign nedia,"”
he said.

Al'i al so described as "i nappropriate”, Anwar's action to speak on the
i ssues affecting hinself to the congregation at the Sai di na Omar Mosque at
Bukit Damansara after the Friday prayers yesterday.

Meanwhi | e, Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa sai d any action
by Anwar to work with anti-governnent groups or the opposition would be
construed as chal | engi ng Umo and t he Gover nment .

"The people will |ose respect for Anwar if he does this," he tol d about
800 Kemas menbers at the Risda buil ding here.

He sai d Anwar shoul d not attack the systemand t he Governnent he al so
| ed for years, adding that what he was currently faci ng was nore of a
personal matter.

( END)
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