04 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Or gani sati ons
MORE ORGANI SATI ONS, VOLUNTARY BODI ES SUPPORT DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 4 (Bernama) -- Myre organisations, associations and
vol untary bodi es today expressed support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad's action in renoving Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
cabi net .

Ceneral ly, they stated that Dr Mahathir had the prerogative as head of
t he governnment and he nust have placed the interest of the nation above all
other factors in coming to such a deci sion.

The Mal aysi an Mal ay Life Endowrent |nsurance Agents Association (Jam n)
fully supports Dr Mahathir's firmand bold action in sacking Anwar, said
its president, Mhanmed Zai nuddi n Abu Bakar.

In his statenent, he said that Anwar, as Finance Mnister, had favoured
International Mnetary Fund (I M) neasures and failed to heed the Prine
M nister's reconmendations in dealing with the econom c problem

VWhen the nation's econom ¢ growmh was over 8 per cent for 10
consecutive years under the |eadership of Dr Mahathir, Anwar had proudly
announced that the country's adm nistration was very good.

But as soon as the | M- stated that the country's econom c probl enms were
due to bad managenent practices, Anwar nmade a 360 degree turn and support
such cl ai ns, said Mdhamed Zai nuddi n.

He said that Jamn fully supports the drastic nmeasures taken by Dr
Mahathir to revive the econony.

Meanwhi | e, the Umo Parlianmentarians C ub believes that Anwar's
expul sion fromUmo is to safeguard the party's i mage and good nane.

Its chairman, Datuk Dr Janaluddin Jarjis, said all the club nenbers had
expressed support for Dr Mahathir's action through their respective state
representatives.

"As parliamentarians, we urge all Ml aysians to be calmand to stand
behi nd the party |l eadership in facing the current situation,” he told a
medi a conference, here after a neeting with the club nmenbers.

Asked whet her the support was unani mous as only 21 nenbers had attended
the nmeeting, Jamaluddin, the MP for Ronpin, said the others had expressed
their stand to himand through their representatives.

The cl ub nmenbers al so supported Dr Mahathir's di sm ssal of Anwar as
deputy prime mnister and finance mnister two days ago.

"W believe that the prime mnister has given it considerabl e t hought
bef ore nmaki ng the decision,” he said.

"Many of Dr Mahathir's actions have proven correct and productive.

Al t hough sonme of his decisions and actions had been questioned, they had
ultimately proven to be correct and useful,” he said.
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