04/ 09/ 1998

More State | eaders, ministers support PM s deci sion

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Several nore State-level political entities held
speci al neetings to discuss Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s deci sion to renove Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mfromthe Cabi net
yest er day.

At the end of the neetings, they joined several Cabinet Mnisters to
express support for the Prime M nister's decision.

International Trade and I ndustry M ni ster Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
what happened was a "sad turn of events".

"Certainly all of us have to understand the reasons. It shows that no
one i s above the | aw

"Where the law applies, it does not matter whether it involves a big or
smal | man," she said after opening the 11th Ml aysi a- Tai wan Joi nt Meeting
in Seri Kenmbangan, Sel angor.

"But of course there will be some who may not understand. So we have to
listen very carefully to what's happeni ng and under stand t he r eason why
it's done."

I n Durban, South Africa, Umo vice-president and Foreign M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi has descri bed Anwar as a person whomthe Prinme
M ni ster | oved dearly and al so a potential successor.

He said Dr Mahat hir nust have had strong evi dence and had wei ghed t hi ngs
carefully before taking such an action on Anwar.

"The PMI oves Anwar but | amsure this does not outweigh his |ove for
the country and the party. It againreflects Dr Mahathir's firmess and
principleindealingw thsituations,” hetold Ml aysi an journali sts.

Abdul I ah, who is Umo vice-president, is |eading the Mal aysi an
del egation at the 12th Non- Ali gned Movenent sumit in the South African
seasi de resort.

He said he was on the tel ephone with Dr Mahathir early yesterday during
whi ch he al so expressed support for the Prime Mnister's actions.

Seen in this light, Abdullah said he was sure that Mal aysi ans,
especi ally Umo nenbers, woul d understand the situation.

He sai d based on the feedback he got so far, there was wi de support for
Dr Mahathir fromthe party | eaders at the State |evel.

And this, he noted, gave the indication that party nmenbers under st ood
the situation.

Asked about Anwar's statenent denying the affair, Abdullah said Anwar
was free to say it "but he has to provide proof and |'msure there is
proof against himtoo".

After all, he added, the action was taken agai nst hi mafter a thorough
i nvestigati on.

Umo secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k sai d he was confident that
Umo nenbers supported the Prine M nister's decision.

"Dr Mahat hir had acted in his capacity as the Prine M nister. Therefore,
it is his prerogative to appoint and di sniss people fromtheir post as
deputy prinme minister, mnisters, deputy mnisters and political
secretaries.”

Being the Prine M nister, Sabbaruddin said, Datuk Mahathir woul d have
made t he deci sion after nuch thought and di scussi ons.

He said even with the bi gger probl emwhich arose when Tengku Razal ei gh
and his supporters left Umo to formSenmangat 46, the party's unity was
still intact.



"W have gone through so many phases. This is just anot her phase which
we have to go through.”

Bari san Nasi onal secretary-general Datuk Mhamed Rahmat said he was
confident that Anwar's di sm ssal woul d not effect the coalition.

Thi s was because the BN s strength was based on the principle of co-
operation between the parties and not any one | eader.

Furt hernore, he said, BN | eaders had al ways supported t he | eadershi p of
Dr Mahat hir and as such, he was confi dent that they would continue to do
sowith his (Dr Mahathir's) |atest decision.

In Miar, State Umo chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnan,
who chaired an energency neeting attended by all 20 Umo di vi si on heads,
sai d Johor Umo | eaders were unanimous in their decision to stand by Dr
Mahat hi r.

He said Johor Umo was of the opinion that the action taken by Dr
Mahat hir was in the interest of the party and the nation.

"W have decided to col |l ectively pledge our full confidence and support
to Dr Mahathir in the handling of this issue," he told reporters after the
neeting at the Classic Hotel.

Ghani, who is al so Umo Suprenme Council nenber, stressed that no one was
above the | aw and that national |eaders nust be responsi bl e and
accountable to the people for their actions.

He advi sed Umo nenbers and the rakyat to remain calmto enabl e Dr
Mahat hir to deal with the issue.

I n Kuchi ng, the Sarawak BN sai d t he di smi ssal of Anwar as Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Fi nance M ni ster was t he prerogative of the Prine M nister.

Chi ef M nister and Sarawak BN | eader Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahnud, who
chaired a special neeting of the Sarawak BN, al so gave his full support to
Dr Mahathir in his efforts toinplenment the Nati onal Econom ¢ Recovery
Pl an.

Tai b said: "The Sarawak BN al so believes, as in the past, that the Prime
M ni ster was acting in the interest of the nation."

I n Kuant an, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob said Dr
Mahat hir had val i d reasons for naki ng the deci si on.

Khalil, who is al so Pahang Umo chief, said he did not forsee any
problemin the State as a result of the deci sion.

In Kota Baru, Wanita Umo agreed with the Prime M nister's decision, its
head Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man said.

"We agree to the decision of the Prime Mnister and will wait for
further enlightennent fromthe Umo Suprene Council on Anwar's position,”
she tol d reporters after openi ng an entrepreneurshi p course for wonen.

I n Shah Al am Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan QOmar call ed on
Umo | eaders and nenmbers in the State not to over-react on the renoval of
Anwar .

"Dr Mahat hir, who has been the Prine M nister for 17 years, will not
sack soneone hol di ng a hi gh Cabi net position w thout concrete evidence."

Abu Hassan said the State Umo backed Dr Mahathir as it strongly felt
t hat what ever neasure taken was for the good of the Governnent and the
nation.

I n Kot a Ki nabal u, Sabah Chi ef M nister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok said the
action taken by Dr Mahathir was for the good of the country and deserved
full support fromthe people.

I n Kangar, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi mcalled on t he people
to respect Dr Mahathir's deci sion.

"He nmust have a valid reason," Shahi dan, who i s al so State BN and Umo
head, sai d.

(END)
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