03 OCT 1998
Ganes- Di nner
MORE THAN 15, 000 ATTEND PREM ER DI NNER

By: Zaiful Mhd Ariffin

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 3 (Bernama) -- "The dreamfinally becane a reality",
this is the right description of the atnosphere at the Prem er Di nner given
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad fol l owi ng the success in
hosting the 16th Commonweal th Ganmes from Sept 11 to 21.

The gathering of nore than 15,000 Ml aysians at the National Stadiumin
Bukit Jalil here tonight conprised of volunteers, athletes, sponsors,
of ficers from governnent agencies, police and mlitary personnel who were
i nvol ved in the Ganes.

The six-year wait fromthe day Mal aysia was nanmed as the host for the
16th edition of the Commonwealth Ganmes finally paid off when Mal aysia were
acknow edged as the best ever host for the Ganes.

Al t hough Mal aysia failed to energe as the overall chanpion, the total
haul of 10 gold, 14 silver and 12 bronze nedals was a significant
achi evenent in Mal aysi an sports history.

It was evident that the government's initiative in devel oping athletes
under the Projek Jaya '98 had brought the desired results after four years
of preparation to raise the Jalur Genmilang in the international sports
ar ena.

Mal aysi a created history as the frist nation in Asia to host the
Commonweal th Ganes.

Thi s success was acknow edged by the Prine M nister who graced the
occasi on. The crowd was entertained by | ocal artistes and a fireworks
di splay inredi ately after Dr Mahathir's speech.

"The success proved our determnation and strict discipline in becon ng
the best host in the history of the Ganes, in fact it al so showed that
Mal aysi a Bol eh,” Dr Mahathir said in his speech.

He said nore than 20,000 vol unteers hel ped the governnment to make the
Ganmes a success.

"We can build this huge stadi um (Stadi um Nasi onal) which is expensive
but to organi se a sports neet such as the Commonweal th ganes is nore
difficult than to build this highly sophisticated stadium..but we
Mal aysi ans had proven our capability,” Dr Mahathir added.
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