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MORE CLOUT FOR ACA I N FI GHT AGAI NST CORRUPTI ON

By: Kuzaimah ldris

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 7 (Bernama) -- "Buka Pintu...kam BPR' (Qpen
up. .. ACA).

Do not be surprised on hearing a knock on your front door and standi ng
outside are Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) officers, armed with authority
card and witten order to search your house.

The power to search a suspect's house is provided in the
Anti-Corruption Act 1997 to be | aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad tonorrow. ACA officers will also for the first tinme have
the power to arrest a suspect.

The new Act provides greater clout to the ACA, including tapping
t el ephone conversation and getting copies of a suspect's bank accounts.

"Wth the Act, the ACAwll collect evidence by going through a
suspect's bank accounts and tapping his tel ephone conversation... these are
all intelligence work," ACA Director-Ceneral Datuk Shafee Yahya told
Ber nana.

Tappi ng the suspect's tel ephone, a new provision of the Act, could
prove effective in the gathering of evidence agai nst the suspect.

The Act al so provides greater penalties as a deterrent to would be
of f ender s.

"The amount is very high...if you accept RV, get caught and are found
guilty, the mnimumfine you will get is RMLO, 000 and at |east 14 days in
jail," he said.

The ACA al so has the power to review and rectify work procedures in
government departnents where there are reported cases of corruption and
mal practi ces.

Under such circunstances, he said the ACA would come in and hel p
departments concerned to fornulate regul ations to deter corruption

Wth the anendnments made in the new Act, all grey areas have been
covered and this neans that the ACA has better chance of nabbing the
culprit as the evidence tendered will be nore solid, conplete and
ungest i onabl e.

The Act will be enforced fromtonorrow after Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Department Datuk Abang Abu Bakar Mistapha signs it together with
its |aunching.

The Anti-Corruption Act 1997 is a conbination of Anti-Corruption Act
1961, Anti-Corruption Agency Act 1982 and Emergency O di nance (Essenti al
Powers) No 22, 1970.

According to the ACA special briefing papers, the power to conduct
search and arrest was only given to the police but now ACA officers are
al so equi pped with the power to enable investigation to be carried out nore
ef fectively.

The Act al so contains provisions for new of fences, additional power to
public prosecutor and ACA, changes in terns of the principles of the |aw
and | aw of evidence.

The new provisions includes giving power to the ACA to detain a person
who fails to turn up as ordered at the ACA headquarters for questioning.

It is now conpul sory for a person to provide information even though it
could prove to be discrimnatory against hinself or his spouse. Under the
old Act, a wife or a husband cannot give evidence agai nst one anot her
anot her.

Heavi er penalties are al so provided under the Act including not |ess



than 14 days'jail and not nore than 20 years' jail with fines not |ess than
five times the anount received or RMLO, 000 whi chever is higher.

The Anti-Corruption Act 1961 only provides a nmaxi mum of five years'
jail and fine RMLO, 000 for simlar offences.

For failing to report an attenpted bribe, a public officer could be
fined not nore than RMLOO, 000 and jail not nore than 10 years under the new
Act .

Previ ously such of fence only provided fine of not nore than RVb0O or
jail not nmore than six nonths or both. --BERNAVA
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