24/ 07/ 1998
Morning sittings for Dewan Rakyat proposed

Asi ah Buj ang

THE Parlianent Standing Orders Committee will hold a meeting next week to
di scuss a proposal for the Dewan Rakyat to start its sittings in the
norni ng i nstead of the present practice of an afternoon session.

Dewan Rakyat Speaker Tun Mohaned Zahir Ismail said under the proposal,
the House will sit from9.30amto 12. 30pmand from2. 30pmto 5. 30pm

I f approved, the norning and afternoon sessions will begin in Cctober,
he told reporters in Kual a Lunpur yesterday after |aunching a book on
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad titl ed " CEO Mal aysi a:
Strategy in Nation-Building."

He said the changes are necessary as at present sone of staff at
Parlianment have to work until |ate eveni ngs whenever the sessionis
ext ended.

"Wth the two sessions every day, Menbers of Parliament (MP) will have
nore time to debate the bills," he added.

Under the proposal, the nunber of sittings a week will al so be reduced.
At present, the Dewan Rakyat neets for four days a week, Monday to
Thur sday, from2.30pmto 6.30pm

Mohaned Zahir said the change "is not sonmething new'. It was practised
before when it was first set up in 1959. Dewan Negara will al so be
affected under the nove.

A nmotion will be tabled, he said, which would then be approved if it
receives the support of the MPs.

"CEO Mal aysia: Strategy in Nation-Building" is witten by forner The
Star group editor Hng Hung Yong. It costs RMB9.

The book covers various facets of Dr Mahathir's role as the "CEO of
Mal aysi a".

It al so di scusses the chall enges and struggl es he faces in |l eading a
pl ural society and in pushing for nodernisation. The book i ncl udes Dr
Mahat hir's strategy and phil osophy of nation-buil ding.
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