03/ 10/ 1998
Moral values all-inportant, says PM

Sai ful Azhar Abdul I ah

ALOR STAR, Fri. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad t oday
rem nded Mal aysi ans of the i nportance of having hi gh noral val ues besi des
striving for excellence.

Rem ndi ng t he peopl e of the weaknesses of Western society, he said a
know edgeabl e soci ety woul d be destroyed if it had | ow noral val ues.

He was speaking at the presentation of the Kolej Sultan Abdul Ham d
| skandar award for excell ence and t he openi ng of the college' s computer
| aboratory.

Dr Mahathir said the nation would be able to achieve its aspirations of
becom ng a devel oped nation by the year 2020 i f the peopl e enbraced hi gh
nor al val ues.

He expl ai ned how the culture and thinking of the West had resulted in
Western society losing its noral val ues.

Dr Mahat hir said Western soci ety had gone overboard i n the name of
freedomand the belief that freedomis the nost inportant thing in their
l'ives.

"And for them thereis nolimt to freedom..for exanple if they want
to be naked, they believe they have the right to do so and if they want to
do sonething which is immral, it is also their right," he added.

Dr Mahathir said if these imoral val ues were all owed to be i ncul cat ed
in society, the nation would crunble.

"W will never achi eve our wi sh to beconme a devel oped nati on by the year
2020 and we wi Il not be able to conpete with devel oped nations," he said.

But Dr Mahathir said the people were eager to strive to ensure that
Mal aysi a achi eved t he devel oped nati on st at us.

He al so recall ed his days as a student of the coll ege where he obtai ned
his junior and seni or Canbridge certificates.

I mpressed with the changes at the college, he said in the past, students
of the college, which was then known as Governnent English School, were
nmostly children of the royalty and state dignitaries.

(The school was established in 1908 and its name was changed t o Kol ej
Sul tan Abdul Hamid in 1935.)

Dr Mahathir said he was told by his father, Mhanmad | skandar, who was
the school's first principal, that the country's first Prime Mnister, the
| at e Tunku Abdul Rahman was carried on the shoul der by an aide to school
"because as a prince, he must not touch the ground that is dirty."

In alight-hearted remark, the Prime M nister said his father's name was
Mohamad and | skandar was actual |y hi s grandfather.

Therefore, he saidin jest that it was not really accurate to nane the
| skandar Primary School after his grandfather as he had not nade any
contribution to the school.

Dr Mahat hir al so advi sed the students not to have an inferiority conpl ex
but to prove that they had the capability to conpete with others.

The Prine M nister also said unlike in the past, |earning had becone
sinpler with the aid of sophisticated gadgets |i ke conmputers.

However, he rem nded the students on the m suse of conputers, saying
that it was their choi ce whether to use the conputers for good or for bad.

Li kening a conputer to a knife, he said a knife could be used to create
a beautiful carving but an irresponsi bl e person could use it to nurder.

The Prine M nister was acconpani ed to the cerenony by his wife Datin
Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali. Al so present was Menteri Besar Tan Sri



Sanusi Juni d.

Later, Dr Mahathir presented the | skandar award, which carries a cash
prize of RML, 000, to Upper Sixth formstudent Mohd Sani Abu Hassan for his
overal | achi evenent.

He t hen opened the conputer [ aboratory and | aunched the coll ege's
homepage.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir and his wife were given a rousing wel cone on his
arrival at the Sultan Abdul Halimairport.

About 1, 000 Bari san Nasi onal | eaders and nenbers carrying party flags
and banners supporting the Prime M nister joined Sanusi to wel cone him

After the function at Kol ej Sultan Abdul Hami d, Dr Mahathir had a cl osed
door neeting with Kubang Pasu BN | eaders at the Kubang Pasu district
office in Jitra.

He perforned the Friday prayers at Masjid Guar Napai and attended
anot her cl osed-door neeting on the devel opnent of Kubang Pasu district at
the district office.
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