02/ 04/ 1998

Most applications fromSel angor and Federal Territory

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Applications for nenbership in the Mcrosoft-New
Straits Times Young Programers Cl ub (MyPC) have been recei ved fromal |
States in the country, indicating an encouragi ng response fromyout hs.

Sel angor tops the list, chal king up 39.6 per cent of the 754
applications surveyed, foll owed by the Federal Territory with 24. 4 per
cent and Perak with eight per cent.

As at 5.30pmtoday, the total nunmber of applications for MyPC nenbership
stood at 1, 213.

Thi s finding on the whol e supports the supposed geographic bias in the
popul ati on's exposure to i nfornati on technol ogy.

The top five slots on the MyPC |list of applications are occupi ed by
States on the western side of the Peninsula with Johor conming in fourth
with six per cent and Penang in fifth with 4.5 per cent.

Even so, Derrik Khoo, creator of MyPC, was unfazed by the seemi ngly
overwhel m ng response fromthe | eadi ng States.

"Talent is about quality and not so nuch quantity. Some States may have
t he nunbers, but no State has a nonopoly on talent.

"MyPC has been specifically set up to unearth that rare talent," said
Khoo who i s al so the president and chi ef executive officer of MSC Status
conpany Brave & Bol d Sdn Bhd, a subsidiary of Patimas Conputers Bhd.

"Fromthe applications received so far, we are very happy to note that
there are sone really talented children in Malaysia. This is a good
i ndi cator of how succesful Malaysians will be in the Information Age.

"Of course, we need to further nurture these talented children to enable
themto contribute meaningfully in the future,” Khoo sai d.

MyPCis a programe to di scover and nurture young programing tal ents.

It was |aunched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
M crosoft chairman and chi ef executive officer, Bill Gates on Mar 18.

MyPC wi Il conpl enent the Miul ti medi a Super Corridor withits mssionto
pronot e software devel opment as one of the key careers of the future.
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