24/ 06/ 1998

Most States ready to disclose nanes

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Mbst State Governnents are prepared to nane t he
recipients of privatised projects.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad had yesterday reiterated
that the Government woul d make further disclosures if that was what the
peopl e want ed.

He said this at EON s appreciation cerenmony for its mllionth custoner
at the conpany's headquarters.

Asked i f disclosures of conpani es awarded privatised contracts and
i ndi vi dual s gi ven speci al share allocations woul d now be the normwhen new
contracts are awarded, he had said: "Yes. If that is the wish of the
people, we will do so."

I n Sel angor, Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Orar said the State
Government was willing to make public the recipients of the State-Ievel
privatised projects.

He said the State Governnent was willing to do so to dispel any
al | egations of favouritism

"W have nothing to hide as all the privatised projects were awarded to
qual i fied conmpani es and those with capacity to carry out the job well.

"Even now, the State Governnent is already |ooking at the list in
anticipation of the nove. However, so far no one has asked the State
Governnent to do so," he added.

In I poh, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib said the State
Governnent had no plans to make public the |ist of recipients of
privatised projects in viewof the linited nunmber of such projects.

However, he added if there was any party whi ch wanted to have access to
it, they could discuss with the Governmnent.

I n Kangar, Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid the State
Gover nment was prepared to discl ose nanes of individual s and conpani es
awar ded proj ects and share al |l ocati ons.

But he said there nmust be a public request for it.

"The Governnment has no probl emof acceding to the request as it has been
proper in its dealings,” he added.

I n Terengganu, Menteri Besar Tan Sri Wan Mokhtar Ahnad said the State
Governnent was willing to disclose the |ist of conpanies which had been
awar ded proj ect s.

He said the State Governnment woul d produce the list if any quarter
requested it.

"I n addi tion, compani es that are awarded various projects in the State
are based on their nerits and capability to carry out the projects.

"So far, Terengganu has no probl emon the i ssue of transparency as we
have been practising it and the State Governnment has nothing to hide," he
sai d.

I n Kota Ki nabal u, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Bernard Donpok sai d awards of
Gover nment contracts and approval of privatisation deals in Sabah were not
a secret as these were known to the public.

He said only a few State agenci es had been privatised and this had been
made known to the public.

"Therefore the question of naking public, governnent privatisation deals
and awards of contracts does not arise," he said.
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