08/ 09/ 1998

More Umo | eaders support expul sion

JOHOR BARU, Mon. - Johor Umo remains intact with norift inthe party's
rank and fil e over Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi ms expul sion fromthe Cabi net
and the party.

State party chief and Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul CGhani O hnman said Umo
| eaders in the State understood the actions and were solidly behind party
president and Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad in the
handl ing of the matter.

"Johor Umo | eaders went to see the Prine Mnister |ast Thursday and he
personal I y expl ai ned why Anwar was renoved fromthe Cabi net and party," he
sai d after opening the Johor-Queensl and Busi ness Forum here today.

Ghani sai d Johor Umo was anong the first to be given a direct briefing
on the issue by Dr Mahathir.

He added the State Government was al so stepping up checks to ensure
nosques, surau and other |Islanmic centres were not bei ng used by certain
peopl e to whip up anti-Governnent sentinments

Ghani said Johor Umo was al so keeping a cl ose watch on certain el ected
representatives fromthe State who were Anwar's di e-hard synpat hi sers and
who appeared to be still supporting the forner Deputy Prinme M nister

In Mal acca, Umo suprene council nmenber Datuk Tengku Mahnud Mansor sai d
Anwar shoul d focus on "cl eansing himsel f* and not ask his supporters to
forma reformnovenent.

It was unwi se for Anwar to call on non-governmental organisations and
the Opposition to be part of the novenent.

He was asked to comment on the nove by four Islamic groups - Ml aysi an
I sl ami ¢ Yout h Movenent, Jenaah | sl ah Mal aysi a, National MuslimStudents
Associ ation of Mal aysi a and Mal aysi an Acadeny of | sl anm ¢ Science, to seek
justice for Anwar.

Tengku Mahrmud added Anwar was gi ven the chance to defend hinself through
| egal means.

Expressing regret over Anwar's call for reform he said Anwar, being a
former national | eader, nust understand the i nportance of stability and
unity.

"What he is doing nowis |ike he wants to create chaos by making wild
accusations,” he said.

Mal acca Umo chi ef Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin, who is also the Chief
M ni ster, warned Umo nenbers agai nst attendi ng or hol di ng gat heri ngs
seeki ng favour and synpathy for Anwar.

He said Dr Mahathir had no choice but to sack Anwar to safeguard the
Government and party.

"So far, the Governnent and Umo have never conproni sed on cases of
nm sconduct, crime and ot hers invol ving government officers and party
nmenbers. "

I n I poh, Perak Umo Youth today declared its support for the Umo
suprene council's decision to expel Anwar.

State Umo Yout h chief Jamal Nasir Rasdi said the movenent was aware of
its responsibility and openly accepted all the decisions nade in the
interest of the party and the country.

"This could be a blessing in disguise. W nust stay cal mand stand
uni ted and not nmake rash actions which could threaten the party's
stability," he said.

Wien asked whet her Perak Yout h want ed Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahmad Zahi d



Ham di to relinquish his post, Jamal Nasir sai d Ahnad Zahi d woul d soon
take a stand on the issue in the interest of the party and the peopl e.

"I have spoken to hi mtoday and he has assured ne that whatever stand he
takes will be made in the interest of the novenment's future generation.

"He has al so said he will be calling a Youth executive council neeting
soon to explain and clarify the matter," he said, addi ng that whatever
deci si on Ahmad Zahi d nmade must be respected.

(END)



	More Umno leaders support expulsion (NST 08/09/1998)

