29/ 07/ 1998

Motion to start daily sitting in the norning

A MOTION to anend t he Parlianment Standi ng Orders was t abl ed yest erday
whereby the daily sitting of the next Dewan Rakyat will start froml0amto
lpmand from2.30 pmto 5.30pm

The present sitting starts at 2. 30pmand ends at 6. 30pm

Def ence M ni st er Datuk Syed Ham d Al bar tabl ed the notion on behal f of
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and it was seconded by
Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k.

The notion was approved by the MPs and this would be referred to the
Parlianent Standing Orders Cormittee for approval.

The committee will then refer to the Dewan Rakyat for debate | ater.

Opposition | eader LimKit Siang caused a stir in the House when he
al | eged that the Government was "rail roadi ng" the nmotion without giving
the MPs time to study the anendnents.

To this Syed Ham d replied: "Please read carefully Article 78 (2) of the
St andi ng Orders which requires a notion to anmend the Standi ng Orders be
made to Parlianment and to be approved before it is referred to the
Parliamentary Standing Orders Conmittee."

Bari san Nasi onal backbenchers jeered at Li mfor nmaking reference that
the Governnment used its najority in the Dewan Rakyat to push through the
notion, w thout giving proper explanation for such unusual action.

O her anmendnent s proposed i ncl uded that each MP coul d now subnit only 10
oral questions instead of the present 20 for each Dewan Rakyat sitting and
that oral questions should not exceed 40 words.

As for the private nmenber's notion of urgent, definite and public
i nportance, it should not exceed 300 words.

( END)
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