21/ 01/ 1998

Mot i vating youths to hel p tackl e nation's probl ens

MALACCA, Tues. - The Youth and Sports Mnistry will unveil a four-pronged
strategy next nonth, ained at encouragi ng youths to take part in
programes to hel p the nation tackle the econonic problens.

Detail s were being drawn up by a conmittee, chaired by Deputy M nister
Dat uk Loke Yuen Yow, said Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin.

He sai d as youths accounted for 60 per cent of the popul ation, they
could play a pivotal role in carrying out the progranmes.

"It is our hope that youths can assi st to speed up the nation's econonic
recovery," he told reporters after nmeeting State youth and Rakan Muda
programe | eaders at the breaking of fast at Al -Azi mnosque yesterday.

Al so present were State executive councillor for Youth, Sports and
Fami |y Devel opnent Dat uk Noordin Yaani, Youth and Sports director-genera
Raj a Rosl an Raj a Samah and Mal aysi a Yout h Council secretary-general
Sai f uddi n Abdul I ah

Muhyi ddin said ministry officials, econom sts and State | eaders woul d
give tal ks to youths on the present econom ¢ situation

Muhyi ddin said Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his
deputy Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mwould also be invited totalk to the
yout hs.

Such tal ks, he said, were necessary as youths generally di d not
understand the current situation

"W hope t he programes can hel p i ncul cate patriotismand | ove for the
country in youths."

Muhyi ddi n sai d youths shoul d make it a point to buy only Ml aysi an- made
products to hel p reduce the dependence on i nports.

He al so said his nministry woul d encourage youths to take an active part
inagriculture

"It is high tine youths were encouraged to develop idle [and."

Muhyi ddi n al so encouraged non-governnental organi sations to participate
inthe mnistry's programes whi ch woul d i nvol ve some 2, 000 yout h | eaders.
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