20/ 03/ 1998
Mounti ng opposition to Sprint Expressway

Leong Shen-|
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Opposition to the proposed Sprint Expressway is
mounti ng as those affected | earn nore about the details of the project.

Apart fromconcern over pollution and | and acquisition, they are nore
i ncensed by the current Iack of information on the project and sil ence on
the part of the concessionaire.

"Whatever little we knowwe |l earnt fromthe Press. The hi ghway conmpany
has not provided us with any information," said Datuk Noor Azam chairman
of the new y-forned Sungai Penchal a Zone Resi dents Associ ati on

Opposition to the proposed project has cone fromsone of the nost varied
sectors of Kuala Lunmpur's society.

The peopl e of five kanpungs in the Sg Penchal a area have found
t hensel ves aski ng the sane questions as the residents of affluent Bukit
Bandaraya and Pantai Hill, and the academ cs, students and staff of
Uni versiti Ml aya

They are now t hi nking of comi ng together to forma united force to
appeal against the highway to all rel evant bodi es and even Prinme M ni ster
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The reasons for opposition are sinple and strai ghtforward.

"The proj ect goes agai nst the Governnent's pro-environnental stand as it
will destroy hills, rivers and vill ages," said Noor, al so chairnman of
Si stem Tel evi syen Mal aysi a Berhad, or TV3.

He cl ai med t he hi ghway whi ch woul d be of no use to residents in the area
wi Il instead cause hardship duringits construction and when conpl et ed.

What irks Sg Penchal a residents nost is the loss of land - nore
specifically, Malay reserve | and.

"Already, thereis very little Malay reserve | and | eft and now t hey want
to take 38 hectares away fromus," Noor added.

The | oss of sonething valuable is also the driving force behind the
opposi tion fromacademn ci ans, staff, students and managenent of UM The
proposed Kerinchi Link of the highway will run through the canpus.

"Universiti Malaya is part of our country's heritage. How can one
destroy such a historic establishment by constructing a six-1ane hi ghway
through it?" asked Dr Azi zan Abu Samah, acting secretary of the Universiti
Mal aya Acadeni c Staff Association

The associ ation's chai rman, Associ ate Prof Dat uk Mahadzir Mhd Khir,
sai d the hi ghway woul d cause many probl ens to t hose on campus, addi ng t hat
"the noise and dirt will turn the canmpus into a sluni.

Al t hough t he concessi onaire has generally naintainedits silence over
the project, it neverthel ess i ssued a Press statenent on March 13.

It said the conpany was conmitted to ensuring the environnmental inpact
fromconstructi on and operation of the hi ghway woul d be kept to a m ni num
i ncl udi ng the planting of trees and | andscapi ng.

It also stated that construction work on the hi ghway would only start
towards the end of the year after the 16th Commonweal th Ganes.

Nevert hel ess, soil testing had al ready been carried out. In fact, it was
this work carried out on private land i n Sg Penchal a and on UMI and behi nd
the houses in Bukit Pantai which aroused the suspicion of the residents of
bot h areas.

"These peopl e trespassed on private land to do soil testing. They didn't
ask for pernmissionto enter private land," said Noor

Besi des environmental and social considerations, argunents that the



hi ghway woul d not sol ve Kual a Lunpur's traffic probl ens have al so been put
f orwar d.

"It is a fact that bul ding hi ghways wi Il not solve traffic problens,”
said UM s Azizan.

He said the approval of the highway project went against the
Government' s policy of encouragi ng urban public transport, a statenent to
whi ch Sabariah Jemali, co-ordinator of Institut Teknol ogi Mara's Mal aysi an
Centre of Transportation Studies, agrees.

"In order to pronote public transport, you should be giving it the
conmpetitive edge and not build hi ghways which will giveit conpetition
i nstead, " she said.

Sabariah added that it was unfortunate that those affected had not been
i nformed of the project, stating that such was the reality of
privatisation.

"“I'n nore devel oped countries, people who are affected are the first to
be infornmed of any pendi ng acquisition or project," she said.

Traffic consultant Goh Bok Yen sai d conpani es submtting proposal s for
hi ghways woul d normal |y keep the details secret until the concession
agreenent was signed.

He, however, said once a concession agreenent was i n place, either the
concessi onaire or the Governnent shoul d explainto the public the details
of the highway.

"If those who |ive near the proposed hi ghway are objecting, the
concessi onai re shoul d sol ve the probl emi mredi ately," he said.

Goh sai d the kind of public participation being denonstrated these days
was good and t he Government or concessionaire shoul d set up mechani sns for
proper public participation.
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